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Giving 

’Tis Christmas time, and on its wings 

The blessed joy of giving things; 

Hearts are too full; they spill and share 
Their gifts of friendliness everywhere— 
Baskets of food for those in need— 
“Love thy neighbor” in word and deed. 
A smile, and a stranger becomes a friend 
(The world is small, for love has no end). 


Giving is joy, for all joy it brings; 

If we’d heed the message the angel sings 

Of “Peace and goodwill,” the world e’en 
now 

Would walk with the blessing of peace on 
its brow. 

Remember—remember—our gifts are small, 

But Bethlehem’s Child gave the world His 

all. 
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—A. W. B. Werner. 


The Advent of the Christ-Child in Bethlehem 
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Church, Burlington, N. C., ie + : wf. { Ney re i t 5 
Rev. Banks J. Peeler, pastor, K& 
Oct. 14. (During the as- \C 
sembly period, brief but ap- 2 
propriate recognitions were 
made by the chairman of the 
Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation, Mr. R. L. Coleman.) 
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#) PERSONNEL OF THE OFFICERS’ AND TEACHERS’ GROUP 

: 

ey a eae : Joe Coble, C. H. Andrews, Supt. Int.-Sr. Dept., L. F. Sharpe, H. W. Coble, Supt. 
ey) a\ YK . B. J. Peeler, Terrell Shoffner, Coy Clayton, C. T. Ward, J. M. Glenn, Jack Pickett, E. M. Cheek, 
ay Dav Bayan, S. P. Whitt. 

eo . Mrs. L. A. Sharpe, John R. Hoffman, Mrs. L. B. Bumgarner, Mrs. Henry Grayson, Mrs. John R. 
td\ Hoffman, Supt. Jr. Dept., Mrs. D. E. Clapp, Supt. C. R., Miss Flora Sharpe, Mrs. Ernest Kennedy. } 
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Me . Geo. H. Fowler, Gen. Supt., M. G. Pickett, Miss Ruth Mize, Mrs. Lewis Adams, Mrs. Alvis O’Ferrell, 
©) Mrs. John Cobb, Mrs. M. G. Pickett. 

i . Mrs. H. E. Councilman, Mrs. B. J. Peeler, Supt. Beg. Dept., Miss Lucille Andrews, Mrs. Coy Clayton, 


Mrs. J. M. Glenn, Miss Anza Askew, Miss Grace Clapp, Miss Helen Whitt, Mrs. Ruth Burke, Miss 
Ruth Andrews, Supt. Primary Dept. ~ 
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ALL IN THE NAME OF GOD 

A few years ago a group of men, dis- 
tressed over the fact that Protestants, 
Catholies and Jews could not live peace- 
ably and co-operatively together, and still 
more distressed at the growing tendency 
to race hatred and persecution, felt so 
strongly that steps ought to be taken be- 
fore things reached a crucial stage. Who 
would have thought that three years ago 
the persecution of the Jew should have 
broken out as violently as it did in Ger- 
many and other parts of Europe? Yet 
there were no more signs of persecution 
in America than in Europe. Henry Ford 
could have brought the same conditions 
to pass here through the Dearborn “Inde- 
pendent” as Hitler did through the use 
of the fiery German press. I say this 
group of men saw this in time here and 
took measures to forestall it. The Na- 
tional Conference of Jews and Christians 
was set up by the Federal Council of 
Churches composed of eminent representa- 
tives of the three religions—Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish, with Newton D. 
Baker as Chairman. The Reverend Ever- 
ett R. Clinchy was secured as Secretary 
and the Conference began operations at 
once. Dr. Clinechy began holding con- 
ferences all over the country and forming 
branches in every community. It was 
soon seen that if these branches were to 
be successful the whole history of the 
racial troubles in this country must be 
studied. To this arduous and fascinating 
task Dr. Clinchy addressed himself with 
the result that he has given us a book 
“ALL IN THE NAME OF GOD” (John 
Day) which, beginning with the first signs 
of trouble, down through the various 
movements, the early struggles for free- 
dom, embattled liberalism (Roger Wil- 
liams’ struggle for religious toleration for 
instance), the attempts to establish liber- 


A LETTER FROM CHINA 


Shenchow, Hunan, China, 
September 20, 1934. 
Dear Friends and Co-workers: 


On Sept. 1, Mrs. Snyder and I rounded 
out the first year of our third period of 
service in China. During the furlough 
period in America we were glad for the 
renewed contacts with old friends and 
the new contacts with new friends and 
backers in the home Churches. We came 
back to Shenchow with the feeling that 
our friends and fellow-workers in our 
home land were with us in spirit and back 
of the China work in prayer and gifts. 
The quiet raising of more than enough 
funds on the part of our friends to pay 
our return travel expenses from Akron, 
Ohio, to Shenchow, Hunan, China, at a 
time when the Board and the Churches in 
America were all facing difficult financial 
problems gave us an added assurance that 
God wanted us to keep on serving Him in 
the Shenchow field of our Church. We are 
thankful for this further opportunity to 
work in China and we pray for strength 
and a full measure of His love in our 
hearts, so as to be able to witness more 
-effectively day by day amongst these peo- 
ple with whom we live. 

Regardless of the problems that con- 
front us and of the political and military 
difficulties in which some parts of China 
‘are still embroiled, there are many things 
that give us encouragement and make us 
feel that the léaven of the Gospel of 
Christ is at work. For instance, during 
this past summer the average Church at- 


ty by law, the entrance of religious prej- 
udice into politics, the Know-Nothing 
movement, the growth of the Ku Klux 
Klan and Church schism, the A. P. A. 
movement, the rise of anti-Semitism in 
America and so on, Dr. Clinchy has given 
us a survey of religious persecution in 
America and the meeting of it together 
as different faiths that marks something 
different. than has ever been undertaken 
in any country and means more for our 
own then can be told. 


For, until one has had all the facts put 
before him as thoroughly as Dr. Clinchy 
has done it here, he has no conception of 
the extent of the thing. There has not 
been so much of it in our country either. 
We are too big and too composite a people 
to have as many prejudices as a small, 
homogeneous people. But we have 
brought some of our prejudices with us 
and have had difficulty in shaking them 
off. They rose to their greatest mani- 
festation during the days when our immi- 
gration was at its highest. The feeling 
against the Catholics broke out with the 
burning of the Ursuline Convent, Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, at the instigation of 
Lyman Beecher. The persecution having 
once begun never quite stopped. A Quaker 
received forty strips on his bare back. 
It broke out again in the case of Roger 
Williams. Anne Hutchinson was mas- 
sacred by Indians but the esteem in which 
she was held is shown by Governor Win- 
throp’s remark that she was in “God’s 
Hand”! In 1700 New York voted to hang 
every Catholic priest who should enter 
the country. During the last fifty years 
the feeling against Catholics has been ris- 
ing but in recent years it has subsided 
somewhat because that against the Jews 
has taken its place. The Ku Klux Klan 
saw the decline of the anti-Catholic feel- 
ing, but then the Jews came in for their 


tendanee was larger than during last win- 
ter and spring, especially among the men. 
Also, since this return from furlough I 
have been ealled on to give adult baptism 
to 30 persons in our Shenchow Church and 
22 persons in our Yungsui-Paotsing Church. 
On one other occasion Rev. Mr. Hilgeman 
baptized and confirmed 7 more. This is 
the largest increase in membership in our 
west Hunan area of work that has ever 
been recorded during one year’s time. 
There are now 94 members in our Yungsui 
Paotsing Church and 238 in our Shenchow 
Chureh, Though organized into but two 
Chureh organizations, these Christians’ 
homes are in 42 different towns and vil- 
lages, that I can now eall to mind in our 
field. So, there are many small and large 
centers where the light of the Gospel is 
shining forth, and in most of these places 
there are some folks who are studying the 
Gospel with the purpose of becoming 
Christians after they are prepared and 
pass the examinations. In a recent check 
up, we discovered that about one-third of 
our families have home worship either 
daily or several times a week. We also 
feel encouraged to note that about 95% 
of our people are literate—though not all 
of these people can be classed as learned! 
It also gives us joy to know that those 
who do read poorly are constantly study- 
ing so that they may become able to read 
through the whole Scriptures. One woman 
here in Shenechow who is a wharf coolie 
has gotten to the place where she can 
read and enjoy the New Testament. Three 
of our Paotsing women members in addi- 
tion to attending all the regular services 


share of attention and they would be get- 
ting it now except that the action of the 
Nazis in Germany has had the effect of 
arousing sympathy for them here. At 
present there is some feeling but not pro- 
nounced, and Mr. Clinchy is trying to 
take advantage of the lull and promote 
good feeling while yet there is opportun- 
ity. 


Mr. Newton D. Baker has written the 
Introduction to the book. I want to quote 
from him: “Mr. Clinechy has devoted a 
lot of time and thought to combatting the 
prejudice in America and he early realized 
that knowledge and intellectual humility 
are necessary characteristics of a really 
tolerant people. As a consequence he has 
brought to the study of the problem the 
spirit of scientific research, and in this 
little volume he tells us, first historically, 
some of the things it will chasten us to 
remember—and then some of the tentative 
conclusions about social phenomena of this 
kind which seem to be justified by the 
present theories of conduct entertained by 
psychologists and sociologists since at our 
critical moments our feet stray from it 
into the pitfalls of failure. There 
are historic reasons why America as a 
nation should hope for suecess in both of 
these efforts. A composite people would 
be less likely to have traditional and in- 
sular prejudices, and a virile, inquisitive 
and venturesome people would be likely 
to pursue knowledge eagerly and to apply 
it bravely. Yet the fact of course is that 
in America there have been subtle trans- 
plantation of some Old World prejudices, 
historically justified there perhaps, but 
among us both unjustified by experience 
and inconsistent with the accepted and 
declared principles upon which our poli- 
tical and social institutions are built.” 


—Frederick Lynch. 


in the Chapel spend their normal spare 
time in reading and _ re-reading the 
Seriptures. Even though the non-Christian 
business people keep their stores open 
seven days a week, these three close their 
shops and refuse to do any business what- 
ever on the Lord’s Day. One old gentle- 
man out in the country from Paotsing last 
spring bought a small house and plot of 
ground and gave it to the Church to use 
as a center for carrying on more active 
work in his village. The repairs to this 
building are being provided by other 
Chinese Christians. The deed was regis- 
tered with the authorities and the ex- 
penses connected therewith were paid by 
the Paotsing Church. These several men- 
tioned instances along with many others 
help make us rejoice over the responses in 
evidence to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
in individual lives. 

At the meeting of our West Hunan 
District Association last April the five or- 
ganized congregations reported a _ total 
membership of 817—a net growth of 207 
since the spring of 1930. Our Shenchow 
and Yungsui-Paotsing Churches are the 
outgrowth of our Reformed Church work 
in West Hunan, while the other three con- 
gregations are! the result of the Presby- 
terian Church work in the two counties to 
the east of us. Our former Chinese leader 
in Yungsui is now the pastor of the 
Changteh Church, and just last month the 
former pastor of the Taobeh Church came 
to Shenchow to become the Chinese pas- 
tor of our Shenchow Church. The contacts 
through meetings and work together, the 
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JUSTICE 


Speaking of his contemporary, Thomas Carlyle, John 
Stuart Mill declared that he did not consider himself a 
competent judge of Carlyle. “I felt that he was a poet and 
that I was not; that he was a man of intuition, which I was 
not; and that as such he not only saw many things before 
me... but it was highly probable he could see many things 
which were not visible to me.” 


Here we have a spendid example of appreciation and 
tolerance. Never were two minds farther apart in method 
and constitution than those of Carlyle and Mill. The one 
was grandiose, dogmatic, versatile, abounding in energy, 
playing like fire around every question, highly imaginative, 
to whom the stars were “street lamps in the city of God.” 
The intellect of Mill on the other hand was careful, subtle, 
scientific, striving for precision, suspicious of the tradi- 
tional, desirous of truth whatever the cost, always ready 
to plod through deserts of fact to find the way into the 
light. Each, of course, had his part to play upon the stage 
of time, but in the perspective of history, Mill, though less 
spectacular, appears as the wiser and saner of the two. 
The modesty and sincerity which prompted him to admit 
that Carlyle possessed gifts that were denied to him, ac- 
counts in part for the secure place that he holds in the 
roster of the world’s thinkers. 


Whatever the truth of this judgment of the merits of 
the two men, their respective attitudes of mind present us 
with a warning and an example. Perhaps the weakness 
of Carlyle may be condoned because he was a genius. But 
for us there is no such excuse. We are apt to make our 
preferences the standards of truth, and to dismiss con- 
temptuously any ideas that do not fit into the patterns of 
our thought or harmonize with our scale of values. Every 
day we hear people who seem urbane and reasonable utter- 
ing the most censorious judgments about their fellows. 
The man who attains a modestly conspicuous position is 
sure to be condemned and often maligned. His judgment 
is assailed and evil motives imputed to him. Conversely 
he is praised by the members of his own party and by those 
of similar likes and dislikes. Nowhere is this more evi- 
dent than in the strong distaste which most people feel 

toward hearing anything with which they disagree. Our 
best teachers are not those who tell us what we already 


think, fortifying our prejudices, and narcotizing our critical 
powers. Rather they are those who arouse our militancy 
and stimulate us to think things through for ourselves, to 
find sound reasons for the political, social, or religious faith 
that is in us. The grim berserker, Carlyle, with his lam- 
bent mind, declaiming his opinions across the generations, 
startles and enthralls us, but for placid living and the culti- 
vation of a wise and tolerant spirit, Mill, who could see 
the value of the man with whom he did not agree, affords 
the better example. To master the art of living and achieve 
a wise and balanced life, approximating justice in one’s 
estimate of his neighbors, even if they are his rivals, is the 
goal for which all should continually strive. 


—J. A. MacC. 
piper Re 3 


OUR NEW NATIONAL VICE 


We have just been reading a little tract entitled, “Amer- 
ica’s Crime of Crimes.” It is a strong and sensible protest 
against lynching, issued by the Department of Race Rela- 
tions of the Federal Council of Churches. It is undoubtedly 
true that no national sin discredits our country quite so 
much in the eyes of the world as lynching, and it must be 
routed out at all costs. 

But now we are reminded by startling evidences from 
all sides that a new national vice is being quite generally 
adopted in some sections at least of our country. The 
MESSENGER has referred on a number of occasions to the 
increasing prevalence of gambling. For some reason, New 
England seems to be degenerating more rapidly along this 
line than almost any other section. New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island have now been followed by Massachusetts, 
which recently disgraced itself by legalizing horse-racing, 
dog-racing and betting. Though the proposition to estab- 
lish a lottery in New York City as a means of securing re- 
sources for unemployment relief has for the time being 
been squelched by the Mayor’s veto, it is well known that 
this veto was based largely on doubts whether the bill was 
constitutional, and not on high moral grounds. The situa- 
tion from which we suffer today is a climax both to the 
minor forms of gambling on baseball pools, horse races, 
etc., that have for some years been widespread, and also to 
the gambling on a “grand scale” which has characterized 
the stock exchanges. It is the natural consequence of 
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letting down the moral standards and substituting license 
for liberty. 

The Federal Council Bulletin gives two reasons, gravely 
serious from the standpoint both of personal character and 
the moral structure of society, why gambling should be re- 
sisted by all patriotic Americans: “In the first place, gamb- 
ling cultivates the spirit of trying to get something on 
which one has expended no labor and for which he has 
rendered no service. This is the very antithesis of the 
Christian standard. It means an effort to live at the ex- 
pense of others. One man’s gains means others’ loss. When 
a poor man wins a sweepstakes prize the newspapers print 
dramatic stories of what he is going to do with his money, 
but they fail to point out that he really took it from the 
pockets of great numbers of other poor people who suffer 
as a result. In the second place, gambling, as we find it 
today, is not merely a casual or incidental practice, but 
something which is being deliberately commercialized. 
Vested interests are behind it, as they are behind the liquor 
traffic and prostitution. The natural willingness to ‘take 
a chance’ is being capitalized for private gain. Gambling 
is thus an extreme example of the ‘profit motive,’ which 
bedevils much of our economic life, and plays into the hands 
of those who defend the iniquities of getting rich through 
industrial exploitation or the unscrupulous manipulation 
of the stock market. We shall never get a new spirit in 
our economic order so long as we encourage the exploita- 
tion of others and make it easy to derive profit from anti- 
social practices. Everything that can be said against gamb- 
ling as a private failing reaches the nth degree of social 
evil when a government gives it public approval by using 
it for its own ends. Such a government would forfeit the 
respect and confidence of all men of moral conviction and 
sensitiveness to true social welfare.” 

pe et) 


GIVE US PROPHETIC HOMES! 


If it is true that a man’s way of looking at life is de- 
termined largely by the kind of home in which he is 
reared, the homes of the last half century are open to grave 
charges of incompetence. For it can no longer be ques- 
tioned that the way in which most adults now look at life 
is a perverted way. It is responsible for a tide of unem- 
ployment, poverty, suffering and disease that threatens to 
overwhelm us. It has built skyscrapers and compelled in- 
dustrious people to find shelter in the mud-banks of rivers. 
It has reared extravagant palaces for a few hundred citi- 
zens and thrown together rows of insecure houses for mil- 
lions of others. It has exalted thrift and sheriffed those 
who practiced it. It has sacrificed beauty and culture for 
profit and power. No man with clear eyes can look upon it 
and fail to be repelled by its ugliness. Has this evil spirit 
been born and nurtured in our homes? Or is it the product 
of schools and books and magazines, a social trend against 
which our homes have rebelled ? 

Uncomfortable as it may be, we need to face the truth 
that such an evil spirit could not flourish in any social order, 
if a considerable number of its homes were set against it, 
and devoted to the creation of a spirit nobler and more 
brotherly in character. Fathers and mothers whose su- 
preme concern is wealth and comfort and ease, and who 
achieve these desires by whatever means their shrewdness 
can invent, are simply dreaming idle dreams when they 
expect their children to be concerned about beauty and 
righteousness and peace. Many of us today want a finer, 
more heroic world, but we depend for its building on chil- 
dren whom we train to share our own gross and cowardly 
attitudes and habits. Jesus and the prophetic group to 
which He belonged knew very well that if the Kingdom of 
God were to be established, the spirit of that Kingdom 
must be planted as seed in the hearts of little children and 
nurtured with all the solicitude of a wise gardener. As figs 
do not grow on thistles, great men do not come out of small 
homes. 

Those who are discontented with things as they are and 
look forward to a better time, when righteousness and peace 
shall kiss each other and none shall hurt or destroy in all 
God’s holy earth, must learn how to establish homes where 
this discontent and this great expectation are the meat and 
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drink of every child. Kind hearted social idealists frequently 
try to shield their children from the realities of the indus- 
trial struggle. They say, “Children should not be shocked 
by the ugly facts of life. There is plenty of time to help 
them see these facts; let them be happy while they can.” 
But children trained to regard the world as the best possi- 
ble place in which to live, and shielded from its wrongs 
and injustices, can scarcely be expected to be prophets 
when they grow up. From the beginning to the end of our 
days we ought to be taught to see all the world, not merely 
part of it, and to give ourselves to the creation of beauty 
and love in its every part. —F. D. W. 
oes at 


THE ONLY HOPE 


For 44 years one of the world’s greatest travelers has 
been Dr. John R. Mott, President of the International 
Missionary Council and Chairman of the International 
Council of the Y. M. C. A. As an organizer of Christian 
activities he has been pre-eminent, and few have had such 
opportunity to study the world situation. 

In an address at a dinner given by the Methodist Social 
Union of New York, Dr. Mott, who has been mentioned for 
this year’s award of the Nobel Peace Prize, declared that 
his observations compelled him to believe that the world ts 
in the most dangerous position in which it has ever been. 
“Never before’, he said, ‘has there been such misunder- 
standing between countries—growing misunderstanding in 
places where we should least expect it. Today not even 
the United States and Canada understand each other; the 
American and European nations are constantly losing pres- 
tige with the Asiatic countries; five million more men and 
boys are in the armies and navies of the world today than 
there were in 1914; nations are oscillating between sus- 
picion and bitter selfishness; and everywhere there is the 
ominous feeling that ‘something is coming.’ ” 

What should be the attitude of the followers of the in- 
vincible Christ, in the face of the rising tides of nationalism 
and racial-hatreds of which Dr. Mott speaks? Least of 
all is it a time to quail or despair. There is a remedy, and 
the Church of Christ has that remedy. To doubt would 
be disloyalty; to falter would be sin. On all sides, says Dr. 
Mott, doors of opportunity are open or can be opened ; there 
was never a more urgent call to spread the Gospel of Chris- 
tianity. He spoke of the “immense opportunity” for mis- 
sionary work in Russia where, he said, although it is not 
generally realized, “Christian missionaries will find the 
gates as wide open as in any other part of the world.” 

The most recent of his 68 trips around the world im- 
pressed keenly upon Dr. Mott “the wonders being wrought 
everywhere” in spreading our holy religion. One of the 
best proofs of this rising spiritual tide and the growing 
interest in religion, he asserts, he finds even in “the present 
trend to question religion”. “It is a good sign,” he said, 
“and we should meet it. We must multiply the number 
of wise guides and teachers in foreign countries; we must 
re-enforce the front-line missionaries ; we must fill the gaps 
and abandon the present scheme of reduction, which has 
proven to be poor economy. Methodists alone should in- 
crease their missionaries by 8 to 10 per cent. We should 
expand our plans and meet the urgent summons to greater 
efficiency.” 

Surely, this call to move forward is in harmony with 
the mind of Christ. We cannot believe that at such an 
hour of desperate spiritual need our Master can forgive 
us for marching backward or merely marking time. God 
help us to recognize that it is the hour when our loyalty is 
being put to the acid test. 

A ie: 


PLEASE OMIT FLOWERS! 


No preacher, old or young, should think lightly of ad-_ 
vice from Dr. Joseph Parker, of London, who was ad- 


mittedly one of the world’s great preachers. We are in- 
debted to the Watchman-Examiner for reminding us a 


this wise counsel once given by Dr. Parker: “Write you 
sermons fully and then strike out all the long words and 
the superfine expressions ; let them go, without murmuri 
Particularly, strike out all such words as ‘methinks T 
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‘cherubim and seraphim,’ ‘the glinting stars,’ ‘the rustling 
wings,’ ‘the pearly gates,’ ‘the glistening dew,’ ‘the mean- 
dering rills,’ and ‘the crystal battlements of heaven.’ I 
know how pretty they look to a young eye, and how sweetly 
they sound in a young ear; but let them go, without a sigh. 
If you have spoken of God as the deity, put your pen 
through the word ‘deity,’ and write ‘God’ in its stead; and 
if in a moment of delirium you should write ‘my beloved, 
come with me on the pinions of imagination,’ pause and 
consider soberly whether you had not on the whole better 
remain where you are.” 

This is really a plea not only for simplicity, but also for 
sincerity and absence of affectation. Avoid at any cost the 
semblance of artificiality. Too many sermons are doomed 
by big words, saccharine phrases, or honeyed similes, or 
are permitted to smack too much of oratory and declama- 
tion. The man who has an object as well as a subject, and 
who is pleading for a verdict which he ought to consider 
as a matter of life or death, will use simple and straight- 
forward language that comes right out of his heart. There 
will be in his phraseology as well as in his purpose, the 
seriousness and soberness of the man described by Richard 
Hooker, who preached “as never sure to preach again, and 
as a dying man to dying men.’”’ Wouldn’t it be a good 


idea for every preacher to hang over his study desk, not 


only as good advice but as an urgent warning, this earnest 
plea: “Please omit flowers!” 


* * * 


HIGH HONOR FOR OUR PRESIDENT 


Dr. George W. 
Richards, President 
of our General 
Synod, was highly 
honored at the Bi- 
ennial Sessions of 
the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches 
of Christ in Amer- 
ica, at Dayton, O., 
Dec. 4-6, by his 
unanimous election 
as Vice President 
of the Council for 
the next two years. 
As Vice President 
he will also be a 
member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee 
of the Council. The 
President chosen is 
Rev. Dr. Ivan Lee 
Holt, of St. Louis, 
representing the M. 
E. Church, South. 

The paper read 
at the Council meeting by Dr. Richards on “The Message 
and Task of the Churches Today” was highly commended 
on all sides. It was pronounced by leaders the best brief 
summary on this important subject which has come to 
their attention, and its publication by the Council was order- 
ed. For years Dr. Richards has been highly regarded as 
one of the ablest thinkers in the Council, and he served for 
several years as Chairman of its Executive Committee and 
Chairman of the important Committee on Function and 
Structure. 


Dr. GEorcE W. RICHARDS 


* * * 


A PENSION FOR MINISTERS 


In setting forth the need of ministerial pension, I can 
do nothing better than reiterate what has been said many 
times before—namely, the need for it. The minister may 
not engage in money-making adventures. If he does, his 
prestige is impaired, if not his influence. Many instances 
could be cited where ministers entered business—or the 
stock market—and lost not only money, but their influence. 
The minister is not supposed to be in any business set up 
to make money. He is expected to be very conservative 
on all material matters. We older men were taught that 
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to ask for a raise in salary was not ministerial ethics. There 
is a change, I know. Men do ask at times for more ade- 
quate pay, but even now the minister is the only person 
who cannot at all times take advantage of an opportunity 
of bettering himself financially. The teacher, the business 
executive, the worker, may give up positions for others pay- 
ing more money, but the preacher must not do this too 
often. All of us have heard ministers say, “Yes I would 
have accepted that call, but I was only a year where I am” 
or something to that effect. The minister does not and 
may not change too often to better himself financially. 

If it is right for the state to pension its employees, the 
municipalities its policemen, the college its professors, the 
railroads its workmen, it surely is right for the Church 
to pension its ministers. 

But mark you, I say pension. The state says, after a 
man has taught thirty years he is entitled to a pension and 
may claim it. And the pension does not depend on whether 
he has other income or not. All the state wants to know 
is “how long have you taught,” likewise the railroads— 
no informant, no investigation—just how long have you 
worked ? 

My idea of pension for ministers is—set an age limit. 
I care not what the age limit may be, just as long as it is 
set. Then give a definite pension. I know teachers, rail- 
road men, life insurance agents, and business executives, 
who live retired on pensions, but in no case are they the 
subjects of pity. The only plea for Ministerial pension is 
the right of it. Let it be understood that a minister may 
apply for pension at 70 years—or at any other age deter- 
mined upon; and that he receives at that time, without fuss 
or investigation, the amount the Church gives, be that one 
hundred or five hundred or a thousand dollars. I venture 
to believe that the Church will willingly raise the fund 
necessary to guarantee such a pension. 


—Epwin W. LEnTz. 
k Ok Ox 


WANTED: A UNITED FRONT 


Although a number of encouraging reports have come 
in recent weeks from Germany, to indicate that the Nazi 
party is seriously considering the advisability of abandon- 
ing, at least temporarily, its stranglehold upon the Church 
of Christ, there are other striking evidences that this may 
be merely a subterfuge. As long as the impossible Mueller 
holds the post of Reichsbishop, it is hardly likely that force 
and cunning will give way to the regnancy of Christian 
love, or that the swastika will be truly subordinated to the 
Cross. The fact that the suspension of Karl Barth has 
now been announced is a sinister indication that the prom- 
ises of Nazi leaders cannot be trusted. Wherever dicta- 
torships are in control, whether they be bourgeois or prole- 
tarian, the forces of religion must be on their guard, for 
they are in real peril. 

In Mexico today we have another obvious illustration of 
the acute conflict which confronts us, and of the urgent 
need for a united front to combat widespread irreligious 
practices, in government, industry, literature, art and the 
theatre. 

The anti-Christ is trying to impose his will upon Amer- 
ica as well as upon other lands, and the conflicts we have 
had in the past will seem almost a skirmish in comparison 
with the conflict of the days ahead. While Moscow may 
be said to be the center of atheism, naturalism, materialism, 
the autonomous man, and other irreligious movements, the 
blight of these teachings has spread across the seas. Surely 
it is a time when all the forces of religion—Protestant, Cath- 
olic, Jewish—men and women of every creed who believe 
in Almighty God, must get together, so that by co-ordina- 
tion and a central direction of all the religious forces of 
mankind, we can win the victory over the terrifying secular- 
ism which so ominously threatens the future of mankind. 

etial s 


THE SAGE MUSES ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT 


The Sage considered the so-called depression. He re- 
members the times in the early nineties when times were 
really bad compared with present conditions. There was 
no radio to gossip all over the world, and autos were very 
scarce. The majority of the people attended to their own 
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affairs and actually stayed at home. There was peace and 
contentment in the midst of what were really “panic days”’. 
The public in general did not realize that there was a panic, 
although some had reasons for ‘‘collective bargaining.” 


The ordinary person does not realize that today there 
are eight million more women employed than there were 
in 1917, This is one of the reasons so many men are un- 
able to get a job. If the husband took the place in the 
home formerly held by the job-holding wife, and let her 
bring home the pay-envelope, the ranks of the unemployed 
would be materially thinned out. 


It is a sad fact that a great many of the ‘“‘unemployed”’ 
will never work again; but like the poor, this class we will 
always have with us. It will take years of “drilling” by 
Uncle Sam before the lazy, dole-seeking laborer will again 
honestly “look” for work. Thank God, there are some 
folks left who know that real happiness comes from earn- 
ing one’s own bread by the sweat of the brow. 


—Safed, Jr. 


C5 ee 


PHARISEES—1934 MODEL 


On more than one occasion the MESSENGER has remarked 
that the religion of some people seems to consist chiefly in 
the capacity to denounce and speak contemptuously of the 
religion of other people. One of the best things along that 
line which we have recently read was written by the well 
known Episcopalian rector, Rev. S. M. Shoemaker, Jr., 
and we venture to pass on this word for wholesome reflec- 
tion: 

“There are people in the world whose greatest capacity 
is for disapproval, and whose principles are held with a 
rigidity and _ self-righteousness and a contemptuousness 
which makes all convictions in morals and religion unlovely 
and unconvincing. I do not want to give comfort to such 
people. They have done about as much harm as all the 
bad people put together. One can and must learn to 


stand stiffly without standing disagreeably, or supercili- 
ously, or bitterly, or condescendingly, for the right. People 
who appear injured, or as belonging to a bleating minority 
of the righteous, or as too pure to touch the sinners of the 
world, are the modern Pharisees, the kind of people whom 
Christ struck at with the only savage criticisms He ever 
expressed. Our convictions ought to give to our lives 
more quiet, more power, more drive and purpose, so that 
people know they are right by the freedom they bring. 
When convictions make us self-righteous and full of 
temper and controversial, the convictions may be right, but 
we are holding them the wrong way.” 
oo ae 


ONLY ONE MASTER 


-The words of St. Paul to the Corinthians: ‘We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord” (II Cor. 4:5), 
find forceful illustration in the inspiring story told in 
Zion's Herald by Mr. Carl D. Soule, who reports experi- 
ences of a month’s close contact as an American student 
with Karl Barth in classroom and home. He tells how on 
the balcony of his study in Bonn, Professor Barth pointed 
out to three American theological students a weakness of 
Buchmanism, because he claimed its adherents “gave wit- 


_ ness from themselves, and not from God or Jesus.” He 


leaned forward, adds Mr. Soule, and declared earnestly: 
“Tt is like this. If, when you return to America, you tell 
your inquiring friends that Barth is a good, earnest and 
friendly man, you will not be speaking well of me. But 
if you depart from here, forgetting about me, but resolving 
to study the Bible more earnestly and to listen to God more 
intently, then you truly testify to my teaching! . . . When 
you go out to your work or study, don’t preach Barthian- 
ism or tell anecdotes that testify of me. Let your witness 
be deeper. We have only one Master. The greatest evil of 
today is the fickleness of men—they are like leaves in the 
wind. You must be different.’ It must be said that this 
reminds one very much of New Testament counsel. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


In Honor of the Janitor? 


I know a Chureh—not in our town— 
that did the decent thing a little while 
ago, but in an unusual way. The janitor 
of this Church had been on the job for 
twenty-three years, and the pastor learned 
that he and his wife were about to cele- 
brate their fiftieth wedding anniversary. 

So this pastor got busy. He sent out 
invitations to Church officials, present and 
past, to former members, to leaders of the 
Church organizations, and in fact to every- 
body who had ever been served by Janitor 
Fred and his wife Alice. 

There was a supper, with bride and 
groom as the guests. To the strains of 


party, now and then, for the janitor; and 
two or three parties at reasonable inter- 


to do somehing to the inside of your 
mind, here goes. 

I like fiction. Not the sort which a 
bright inspector of sewers could produce 
out of his daily experiences; nor such as 
might grow out of a dyspeptie’s four 
years’ service as an attendant in the psy- 
chopathie ward; or the fiction which ealls 
a spade a three-blanked sort of agricul- 
tural implement; not that, but fiction 
which deals with good, as well as evil, in 
the fabric of human life. 

I read sermons, now and then. But they 
have to be real preaching, not posing in 
print. 


Every year I add to my shelves one or 


the “Wedding March” the pastor escorted 
them to the places of honor. There was 
a wedding cake, glowing with fifty can- 
dles; there were flowers, and a good fat 


purse. 
You can make out the program for 
yourself, Of course it had to be informal, 


personal, hilarious, and just a trifle emo- 
tional. And, says my informant, “it was 
a great night.” 

Well, why not? Yet, inveterate reader 
of Church papers as I am, never before 
have I seen any story of an evening de- 
voted to honoring the janitor. 

He and his wife—he’s always married, 
or should be—mean more to the rest of 
the Church than half the trustees. He can 
make us comfortable or uneasy; he can 
help the preacher in ways that nobody 
wots of; he sees us and our children grow 
up and grow old; and he knows all about 
our religious values. 

Most of the time, he seems to most of 
us just a part of the church equipment, 
to be noticed only when not functioning 


vals for other servants of the Church who 
are usually looked upon as born to blush 
unseen. 

The people who usually sit at the head 
table wouldn’t be hurt by being occasion- 
ally displaced in favor of these usually 
unnoticed helpers of the saints. 


Some Books I Read, and Why 


The Editor says he’d like a few words 
about what books I read, and why? He 
wants me to give a little advice to other 
people of the pew, because, he says: 
“They'll take it from you, sooner than 
from a book expert.” 

Thanking him for the compliment, Ill 
first say what a silly idea I think that is, 
to be forever suspecting and belittling the 
people who have worked hardest to know 
more on one subject than the generality 
of folks. 

I prefer experts, myself. For the bath- 
room plumbing, and the radio’s insides, 
and for my own insides, too. 


two books on personal spiritual life. Never 
do I get too much help for my soul’s needs, 
and a book by an understanding writer 
who has himself found God to be within 
reach is to me worth ten times its cost. 
Stanley Jones, for instance. Y 

Biography is one of my hobbies, as I 
think it should be of every thinking man. 
But nobody can tell anybody else what 
biographies to read. So much depends on 
the sort of great people the reader ad- 
mires. 


I have one friend who specializes in Na- 
poleon, and another who buys every Lin- 
coln book he hears of, and still a third 
whose hero is Dwight L. Moody. 

There’s no space here for any full con- 
fession. I’ve just room to say that in my 
opinion* any family which spends fifty 


cents and up per week on the movies can 


in a year make itself distinguished amon 
its neighbors, by cutting out an occasional 
movie and cutting in an occasional book. 


My friend who runs the book store next = 
to the drue store—and finds the drug store  — 
giving .him plenty of competi ties 


But, since the Editor thinks it doesn’t 


properly. I 
matter about the man who merely tries 


You can put me down as favoring a 
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that Americans spend a smaller part of 
their income on books than do the Swedes, 
the Germans, the Swiss, the Russians, or 
the English, 

And yet, even with depression incomes, 
we could outspend, and, I hope, out-read 
’em all! 


Comparing Preachers 


I know a city business house whose 
seven department heads are all Church 
members, but most of them never knew 
that the others had Church connections 
until they chanced to meet in a big inter- 
denominational gathering. 

It’s not so in our town. I know the 
Church affiliation of almost every business 
man I meet. With some of them I can 
discuss Church affairs as freely as politics 
or crime or the school board. 

Jonathan Bancroft is one of these. The 
other day he tackled me about his pastor, 
a man I know well and like a good deal, 
though my own pastor comes first in my 
affections, always. 

“T’m worried over Brother Neville, Jus- 
tus,’ he said. “He’s done great things for 
our Church. But some people are never 
satisfied, and there’s a lot of talk.” 

“Yes,” said I, “there would be. There 
always is, about a pastor. He’s one sub- 
ject of conversation you can bring up any 
time, in any Church circle.” 
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“But what troubles me,” said Jonathan, 
“is that I agree with considerable of the 
criticism. Not that I want a change, or 
anything, but I wish somebody could say 
something to him,” 

“Want me to do it?” I asked; I wouldn’t 
put it past Jonathan. 

“OQ, no,” he said, quickly, “nothing like 
that. But somebody should. I wish he 
were more like your man.” 

“What’s the main center of complaint?” 
said I. 

“Why, that he’s so everlastingly ecclesi- 
astical. He has a manner, and a tone of 
voice, that are as ministerial as a clerical 
collar, though Vm thankful to say he 
hasn’t got to that, yet.” 

“And you think my pastor hasn’t these 
small defects?” 

“You know he hasn’t. For instance, let 
me ask you, does he ever look you up dur- 
ing the week if you were not at church on 
Sunday ?” 

“T reckon he does,” I said. “We gener- 
ally see each other once or twice, every 
week.” 

“Of course; but I mean does he tell you 
he missed you at Church?” 

“No, I can’t say he does, often. But I 
know he knows when I’m not there.” 

“That’s exactly it,” said Jonathan. “He 
knows, but he gets at you without men- 
tioning it. Another thing. Do any of 
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your people complain about the way your 
minister preaches?” 

“Sure,” I said. “Ours is an average 
Chureh. And we have folks who think our 
minister doesn’t preach at all. They say 
he just talks to us, as easy as an old 
shoe. Anybody ean understand him, they 
say; you'd never know that he has been 
to seminary, or had read the latest books, 
or could discuss the new things in psy- 
chology and such.” 

“Just as I thought,” Jonathan said. “Our 
minister preaches. He works on his ser- 
mons; you can see that. He gives us the 
outline; he refers to the authorities, and 
he sticks to his text. Somebody told me 
that your preacher doesn’t even take a 
text, some Sundays.” 

“That’s right. He always has a sub- 
ject, though; and I’ve never yet failed 
to think of a good text for it before he 
gets through.” 

Well, I needn’t rehearse the whole con- 
versation. But Tm doing pretty near 
what Jonathan wanted. If his pastor 
reads this paper, he may be able to recog- 
nize himself, and this report of our con- 
versation may be useful to him. And to 
my preacher, too. 

But, after all, there are preachers and 
preachers. And none of the many voices 
that speak to us of God is without sig- 
nification, to borrow a wise word from St. 
Paul. 


Good Rules for Life’s School 


(Opening address at Mercersburg Academy, September, 1934, by the Headmaster, Dr. Boyp Epwarps) 


The outstanding events of this month 
are the textile strike, the disaster of the 
steamship “Morro Castle”, the race for 
the America Cup and the opening of 
schools and colleges. These are not mere 
phenomena; they are a fabric; they have 
causes, connections and consequences. 
They mean something to each other, they 
say something to each other and intelli- 
gent men heed their significanee and listen 
to what they say. For that reason I speak 
of them here as we begin our life to- 
gether, especially to parents and friends 
of the school who honor us with their pres- 
ence today. 

The first of which I speak is the race 
for the America Cup. This, I suppose, is 
the most spectacular and certainly the 
most expensive event in the field of sport. 
Before the defender of the Cup in the 
last race was ready, eight million dollars 
had been spent for that purpose. That ex- 
pense is borne in America by a group; it 
is borne by the English challenger as an 
individual. It is great sportsmanship. On 
the second day of the race, the first race 
having been called “no race” because the 
time limit had expired, the beginning of 
the race was delayed because a rope had 
jammed aloft on the challenging yacht. 
With beautiful good sportsmanship Harold 
Vanderbilt and the committee in charge 
of the defending of the Cup delayed the 
race so that the challenger might have 
time to make the corrections made neces- 
sary by that episode. So they sent a man 
aloft who was a competent seaman in a 
boatswain chair made partly of rope and 
hanging on a pulley. While aloft he lost 
his grip on the mast and, because the boat 
was in a heavy swell, he was swung far 
out and then back and smashed against 
the mast. Fortunately he had obeyed what 
is known as an unbroken rule of Mr. Sop- 
with with his sailors, that no man should 
go aloft without being tied fast, so that 
he could not fall to the deck. So this man 
was lowered and presently revived and ap- 
peared entirely unhurt. 

Now the first element in this item is 
sportsmanship. That courtesy toward one’s 
rival or competitor which makes you give 
due regard to his interest, although it em- 
barrasses you temporarily and perhaps 
seriously and maybe permanently, I should 


THE MARCH OF TIME 


The march of Time goes rumbling on 
With grim, relentless tread; 

Nor stops to marvel at a birth, 
Nor stays to mourn the dead. 


With never failing surety 
The seasons come and go; 
They bring the warmth, and song- 
birds, 
Or the stillness and the snow. 


The years slip by on fleeing feet, 
As only years can do; 
But mountains stand through cen- 
turies— 
Majestically—and blue! 


The heavens never lose their light— 
The same sun smiles on high; 
The lamps of Night—the stars and 
moon— 
Still swing across the sky. 


The waters seek their Mother Sea; 
Then—drawn up by the sun— 

They fall to quench a thirsty earth, 
And back to streams they run! 


So roll the mighty wheels of Time, 
Obeying God’s great plan, 

Where every creature has his part 
And plays it WELL, but MAN! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 


like to illustrate by an episode, which was 
related to me by one of the alumni here 
this week, concerning the State Tourna- 
ment of Golf at Syracuse at the Country 
Club of which he is a member, an episode 
of which he was a witness. A man who 
is a seasoned golfer and has held the 
state championship of New York a num- 
ber of times, who drives the longest ball 
almost I have ever seen off the tee, was 
playing with an Amherst sophomore whose 
name is Critchlow. I shall not name the 
older player. When they finished the 13th 
green, Critchlow was four down and five 
to go. For those who are not golfers, that 


meant they had to play the 14th, 15th, 
16th, 17th and 18th holes, and when you 
are four down and five to go the match 
is pretty nearly over, psychologically 
speaking. Then perhaps with what was an 
understandable consideration, but not in 
good sportsmanship, the older seasoned 
player said to this youngster, the Am- 
herst sophomore: “After the next hole, 
son, come up to the practice tee with me 
and I will show you a few things. You 
are young and seem to have a good deal 
of promise and perhaps that will help.” 
“Well,” the younger golfer said, “you have 
helped me already a great deal and I 
have learned a great deal from you. Thank 
you very much.” Then the younger Critch- 
low proceeded to take the 14th, 15th, 16th, 
17th and 18th holes, and the seasoned play- 
er finished the match one down. So he 
went to the club house and peevishly pack- 
ed his togs and left the club, but he will 
not be asked back to that club again for 
any contests of a similar sort. 

There are two phases of good sportsman- 
ship illustrated in that incident. First, 
the good sportsmanship of the young gen- 
tleman playing like a gentleman who 
faced a very difficult challenge with good 
courage and won out. That is grit. Then 
there was an illustration of another ele- 
ment in sportsmanship which was shown 
negatively by the older seasoned golfer 
who failed in sportsmanlike generosity to 
a younger rival. For the second element 
in sportsmanship is grace, and both grit 
and grace makes sportsmanship. Thus gen- 
erosity which takes the form of grace and 
courage which we eall grit—they are what 
IT understand go to make up good sports- 
manship. I don’t know that I could wish 
for a boy I loved anything better than to 
be a great sport. 

Now there is where the textile strike 
comes in. Here is a group of a half mil- 
lion people involved in an industry more 
or less subject to the orders of more or 
less unwisely guided labor leaders. At a 
time when employers in general are mak- 
ing every effort possible to them to re- 
store their business to such a stage that 
they can afford to pay wages at all, for 
the sake of jockeying for position labor 
leaders call a great strike, failing to learn 
the lesson of the San Francisco strike 
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which it was hoped would be general. 
They have brought about such a con- 
dition of affairs that I think thought- 
ful and fair-minded men and women 
have lost a very considerable amount 
of sympathy formerly felt for the main 
objectives of organized labor. If the gen- 


which Harold Vanderbilt and his 
connnittee, for the “Rainbow” defending 
the America Cup, showed toward the Eng- 
lish visitor sailing the “Endeavour” could 
be transferred to the field of industry and 
a generous consideration of the other fel- 
low’s interest could be employed, those 
problems would be solved. In other words, 
right on the playing fields of the school 
here you boys can learn the principle which 
will be more useful than any other could 
possibly be in the most complicated prob- 
lem that faces America today. Your man- 
hood will profit by your boyhood games if 
they be played like gentlemen who are 
sportsmen. 

Now, Mr. Sopwith is also a good sea- 
man; Mr. Vanderbilt is a good sportsman; 
and that combination of sportsmanship 
which is gritty and gracious, and seaman- 
ship which is competent, is illustrated in 
this incident of the accident which jam- 
med a rope on the “Endeavour”, for it 
was an absolute rule on any boat owned 
by Mr. Sopwith that no man should ever 
go aloft in. a boatswain’s chair without 
being tied in his chair, so that if he had 
an accident he wouldn’t be hurt. What 
we need in America is good sportsmanship 
plus good seamanship, generosity for one’s 
rival and the competence to do the thing 
that ought to be done according to good 
rules that are kept. That is the issue in 
the whole realm of law, and any intelli- 
gent man who looks at law in general has 
to take some attitude toward that. We 
must have some good rules absolutely kept 
to make good seamanship in the ship eall- 
ed school, for a school is very much like 
a ship. That is a fundamental reason, 
boys, especially for you new boys, for 
rules in any good school. They mean what 
they say and they will be kept. We have 
an immensely valuable cargo, we have a 
pretty big crew, we have a large passenger 
list, we have a very necessary mechan- 
ism, we have some very desirable and defi- 
nite goals. You can’t run anything like 
that successfully unless there are some 
good rules that mean exactly what they 
say and good seamanship which sees that 
they are kept. 

So that is where the “Morro Castle” 
comes in, Here are several hundred people 
on a holiday, one of them the brother-in- 
law and sister of an alumnus of ours who 
visited this campus this morning, three of 
them personal friends of dear friends of 
mine, so that all across the country by 
those tokens you realize that the heart of 
this nation was involved in the passenger 
list of the “Morro Castle”. Only a little 
way from shore, almost home, with equip- 
ment and. precautions provided to the 
amount of $5,000,000 that the ship might 
be perfect mechanically and adequate as 
to its protection against fire and other 
dangers of the sea. Yet hundreds of lives 
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were lost and a long inquiry made neces- 
sary which will probably result in ecrim- 
inal prosecution and civil suits for dam- 
ages running into great sums of money. 
Why? Poor Seamanship! That is the gist 
of it all. Poor seamanship! No plans, no 
obedience, no order of discipline that held 
in the crisis, which is what all discipline 
is really for, so that when the hysterical 
crisis comes the very habits of action 
formed in proper training carry through a 
crisis, even though it comes so fast men 
can’t stop to think. It is like a gentle- 
man’s attitude toward a woman. You can’t 
stop to decide what it is courteous to do, 
it has to be a habit. Poor seamanship! 


O MASTER! THINE! 
B, F. M. Sours 


O Master, Thine, 
heart, 
And from Thy 
part, 
For Thou art All in all to me, 
And I am very dear to Thee. 


with a happy 


love I will never 


O Master, Thine! In all the way 
Thou art my All, by night, by day; 
I follow Thee, my King divine, 
And Thou art mine, and I am Thine! 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


You must have a captain on a boat and 
he must be in command and his commands 
must be recognized as authentic and en- 
titled to obedience. It isn’t because some- 
body is mean or sour that he commands, 
it isn’t because somebody is a _ wishy- 
washy nobody that he obeys instructions; 
both realize that there are issues involved 
which won’t be served in any other way. 

Now, there isn’t a boy in this school 
who isn’t just as truly jeopardized as the 
“Morro Castle” was unless there is a cap- 
tain inside himself who commands. Every- 
one of us is like a ship and we have sev- 
eral members of the crew aboard, you and 
I. One of them is like a person who is 
after money and the things that money 
means; one of them is like a stoker who 
looks after the things that you need for 
stoking your personal furnaces, for what- 
ever it is that heat is for, the vitalizer, 
that makes us vigorous and eager and 
ardent and alert. Then there is another 
member of the crew who might be likened 
to the steward. He stands for that ele- 
ment in our lives which we might eall de- 
sire and appetite. Each one of these 
three members of my personal crew and 
your personal crew (I put myself first 
because men, when they are talking about 
duties, should put themselves first), each 
one of these is valid in his place. You 
and I ought to pay attention to each one 
of these three things, heat, desire and pos- 
session, worthy things, but no one of them 
should command the ship of our lives nor 
choose the course of our lives. That should 
be done by that member of our erew who 
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has the power to reason, to judge, to 
choose, to analyze, to eliminate, to sub- 
ordinate, to anticipate what will be the 
result of a certain course of action. That 
is the very core of the self, and the name 
we give it is the Soul, which we believe 
to be the imperishable part. The soul 
within each of us ought to be the captain, 
and the first thing every boy in this 
school ought to do here today is‘to decide 
who is going to boss his ship over and 
above the desire of his body, the heat of 
his blood, the management or acquisition 
of his things and tokens of things. That 
is your most important question today. If 
you do not settle it right, there will be 
a disaster for you like that of the “Morro 
Castle’ by reason of lack of command. 
It is going to turn out disastrously be- 
cause it is poor seamanship. It -is the 
finest thing in the world for any friend 
of a boy to help him find and choose such 
a eaptain, and it is the unfairest thing 
in the world to let a boy go on without 
doing it. 


Mercersburg’s Tradition 


The other thing which happened in con- 
nection with Mr. Sopwith’s wonderful dis- 
play of seamanship illustrates the fact 
that he was the embodiment, as captain of 
that boat, of a tradition that was known 
in all the boats with which he was con- 
nected. All the great captains and the 
great leaders have merely been symbols 
or embodiments of tradition. America 
isn’t so many square miles of land, with 
mines and buildings and the rest. Amer- 
ica is a spirit, a spirit inherited, traditions 
of great spirits who have visualized and 
vitalized them and bequeathed them. Mer- 
cersburg isn’t so many buildings or so 
many acres with a number of boys. Mer- 
cersburg is a tradition. Mercersburg is a 
kind of manhood. Mercersburg is an at- 


‘titude of older men toward younger men 


which makes them friends and servants, 
nothing short of that. So we have our 
traditions crystallized into three Latin 
words: “Integritas”’, ‘“Virilitas”, ‘“Fideli- 
tas’—“Integrity”, “Virility”, “Fidelity”— 
“Honor”, “Manliness”, ‘“Faithfulness’— 
“Clean Life”, “Hard Work’, “Fair Play”. 

Don’t you see that if you can live that 
out here for a year or two, then when 
you get into your job and things hang on 
your shoulders, there is going to be some- 
thing inside to make you a good sports- 
man and a good seaman. Therefore, any 
boy who deserves to be a member of this 
school and will enjoy being a member of 
this school is the boy who will embody 
in himself the traditions of this school, 
“Clean Life’, “Hard Work’, “Fair Play.” 
I am not worthy either to desire or to de- 
serve being Head Master of this school 


“except as I embody the traditions of this 


school, “Clean Life”, “Hard Work”, “Fair 
Play”. I am confident that you boys who 
have come to this school this year mean 
to give yourselves to as fine a program of 
sportsmanship and seamanship as_ that, 
and I pledge you the best I can give back 
to embody, to illustrate, to realize that 
tradition. 


Some Added Reflections 


(After a Third Reading of “Come, Holy Spirit,” 


In closing our previous “reflections” on 
these sermons, we contrasted the Barthian 
expository, dialectic type of sermon with 
the typical modern, liberal, problem-pro- 
ject sermon and suggested the question of 
their relative significance. The differ- 
ences lie in their points of view and their 
primary and-secondary emphases; their 
similarities in their mutual claim to be 
theistic and Christian. 

It has been said that the great issue of 


By PRoFessor EpwaArp S, BROMER 


modern Christian living is to know how 
“to be in the world and yet not of it”, 
as Jesus Himself declared His followers 
should be. 

The Barthian above all things stresses 
the fact that the Christian is not “of 
the world” but “in the world”. God and 
the revelation of God are his starting 
point. The question above all questions 
is the God-question. The gospel or good 
news for man consists of the revelation of 


Sermons by Barth and Thurneysen) 


the grace gf God in Jesus Christ. Re- 
pentance, faith, obedience are man’s only 
fruitful way of acknowledging the fact of 
the living God. “Take the present moment 
seriously! Know today, in the face of 
your cares, that you cannot at all care ba 
yourselves, that your life is hea 

dark, and is today as it will be in 1K 
years! That there is only One here, who © 
is Master of Himself; who alone, therefore 
can actually care for you: God! Thea 
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you only one thing is left: to seek Him, 
His kingdom and will, “and all these 
things will be added unto you.” The whole 
movement is from above down, from God 
to man and into practical personal and 
social living. Thus the Christian is to be 
“in the world but not of it.’ The pri- 
mary emphasis is on the fact that the 
personal living God is the source of his 
being, the motive and dynamic of his eth- 
ical living, and the ground of his hope of 
immortality. He is, therefore, “in the 
world but not of it.” God and the other 
world are the primary, and living in the 
world is the secondary emphasis of 
Barthianism. The triumph over death is 
the supreme victory. 


The thing that the modern liberal 
stresses most is that he is in the world 
and a part of it. Life here and now is 
the starting point. Such sermons as Fos- 
dick’s, “The Hope of the World”, and of 
the 17 preachers contributing sermons to 
the volume, “Contemporary Religious 
Thinking”, aim above all things to make 
the Christian at home “in the world”. 
Their reviewers all note that they bring 
religion and science, religion and life, 
religion and ethics so intimately together 
as to identify them. It is evident, how- 
ever, that the process is an inductive one, 
from below up, from man’s consciousness, 
through nature to God. God somehow is in 
the natural and human processes. The aim 
is to interpret the Christian religion as 
a process of life within the terms of ex- 
perience as revealed and understood by 
the methods and techniques of the 
sciences. Man is an organism that must 
live in his environment. He must live his 
life in the world, and must be adjusted to 
his environment and as far as possible 
control it. The whole movement of mod- 
ern life toward individualism, democracy 
and socialism clearly express the trend. 
Modern education and liberal Christianity 
have become so much at home in the world 
and are so clearly at one with the ethical 
goals of human living that it is difficult 
to distinguish one from the other in the 
techniques employed. The distinction of 
sacred and secular has become obscure. 
The sense of sin is weakened. The general 
outcome seems to be a state of insecurity, 
relativity, confusion, class conflict, and 
wars and rumors of wars among the na- 
tions and races of mankind. In such a 
time of change and crisis, the problem- 
project sermon has become the typical ex- 
pression of Christian preaching. It re- 
flects the inductive scientific method and 
spirit. Its point of view with reference 
to God, man and the cosmos is imma- 
nental. Its method is law. Its primary em- 
phasis is life “in the world”, its see- 
ondary is a possible immortality. 


The question that constantly stares the 
reader in the face while reading Barth’s 
and Thurneysen’s sermons is, Does the 
Barthian Absolutism admit of an effective 
ethies for living in this world? The one 
that never leaves you in reading Fos- 
dick’s, “The Hope of the World”, is, How 
assuring of immortality is “The Soul’s 
Invineible Surmise?” 


CONVERSION 


I am tired playing God. 
They say there is a pit 
For sinners, but I’m sure 
It cannot be as dark 

As some I’ve made myself, 
Playing God. 


I am tired playing God. 

Time was I longed to be 
Omniscient 

And know things, 

And omnipotent 

And do 

And omnipresent 

And go, 

And go, with my ready little gods, 
Petrol and steel. 


Now, after doing many things 
Better undone, 

And learning much 
Better unknown, 

And seeing many things 
That turned out to be 
Phantoms, 

I am tired 

Doing 

And knowing 

And going 

With no Guide— 
Except myself. 


I am tired playing God. 
Thou, Eternal One, 
Hast conquered! 


—Addison H. Groff 


Whilst it is true that these sermons of 
Barth and Thurneysen reveal a Christian 
way of living in this world that looks 
toward an approximation of something 
like the Kingdom of God on earth, it is 
becoming evident that Barthianism lends 
itself to the forces of political and eco- 
nomie reaction. Its re-emphasis of the 
Lutheran form of justification by faith 
only in appropriating the grace of God in 
salvation suggests the old Protestant doc- 
trine of individualism that so easily be- 
came identified with the rugged individual- 
ism of the laissez-faire system of politics, 
economics and capitalism. 


Then, too, its way of viewing the order 
of living in the family, state, and inter- 
national relationships in terms of eternity 
would rather favor the status-quo of his- 
torical, human institutions. It does not 
seem to have a real hope of progress in 
history and time. “The powers that be 
are ordained of God.” A deep-seated pes- 
simism as to man and nature pervades all 
the sermons. An attitude of complacency 
to social justice and inertia for collective 
action easily follows and more easily is 
appropriated by the forees of political 
and economie action. Many of the Barth- 
ian leaders in Germany are disappointed 
and disillusioned socialists, Their  re- 
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emphasis of the more conservative Chris- 
tian doctrines viewed from the trans- 
eendental conception of God and revela- 
tion and eternity seems to lend itself to 
conservatism in polities and economics. 


It would be unjust to say that a gen- 
uine social ethics is not possible in the 
Barthian point of view. Inherent in it is 
a fresh and effective acknowledgment of 
the living God. Who can measure its con- 
sequences for personal and social righteous- 
ness and justice, mercy and love, both for 
this life and the life to come! The indi- 
vidual and collective living, that is the 
rule of God in heaven and earth, surely 
is its objective. It would seem that Dr. 
George W. Richards in his new book, “Be- 
yond Fundamentalism and Modernism”, 
sees such a possibility. We doubt, how- 
ever, whether Barth himself would accept 
Dr. Richards’ social idealism as logically 
a part of the Barthian religious absolut- 
ism. It is certain that the more completely 
Barth’s religious absolutism is held the 
less adequate is his social ethics. We are 
inclined to believe that the real advance 
lies neither in the direction of an extreme 
transcendentalism nor in that of an ex- 
treme immanentalism. God’s relation to 
man and the cosmos involves both, and 
any logical construction based on either 
one of them finally proves to be inade- 
quate and impractical both in reason and 
in practical living. The Christian way out 
of our present impasse will probably be 
found by the followers of Barth and posi- 
tive liberals who modify his absolutism on 
the one hand and do justice to the com- 
pleteness of Schleiermacher’s definition of 
the nature of religion, as “absolute de- 
pendence upon God.” The recent climax of 
the liberal movement came in the full 
development of the subjective psycholog- 
ical aspect of Schleiermacher’s definition. 
It failed to understand and develop its 
objective and transcendental aspect. Lib- 
eral thinkers are now coming to it. 
Sehleiermacher’s definition is now being 
recast and redirected to include both its 
subjective and objective implications. His 
claim that the believer is in relation to 
a transcendent being is the other aspect 
of his definition of the nature of religion. 
That the Barthian movement greatly stim- 
ulated these liberal Christian thinkers is 
not to be questioned. It has made it pos- 
sible to put a new stress on Christianity 
as an objective revelation. It has recov- 
ered a new sense of the transcendence of 
God, whilst retaining the fact of His close 
relation to man and the universe. It has 
restored a practical dualism in ethics and 
revived the evangelical characteristies of 
Christianity. There is a new liberalism 
that is the new orthodoxy, growing more 
orthodox in religion and more courageous 
and radical in politics and economies, hav- 
ing more of the daring of the ethies of 
the Kingdom of Heaven that is on the 
earth. Strange paradox! Even so, “he 
that seeketh to save his life shall lose it, 
but he that loseth his life for My sake and 
the Kingdom’s shall save it.” 


The Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa. 


“Christ—The Power and Wisdom of God” 


By Grerarp Henry GEBHARDT 


“The Jews demand a sign, and the Greeks seek wisdom: but we proclaim a crucified Christ, . . . the power of God 
and the wisdom of God!” I Corinthians 1:22-24 


The Apostle Paul here elucidates a pre- 
vious reference to the “foolishness of 
preaching”. Paul had preached at Corinth, 
and the Jew, in his attachment to tradi- 
tion, had hated the preacher and scoffed 
at his message; the Greek had smiled in 
lofty disdain; and the Roman had tolerat- 
ed him in his proud unconcern. Had Peter 

_gone to Corinth, he would have preached 


and searcely known, and cared even less, 
how his hearers re-acted to his message. 
Not so Paul! With his mental alertness 
and acumen, he could penetrate into the 
judgment of the Roman, into the intelleet 
of the Greek, and into the imagination of 
the Jew. He sensed their respective re- 
actions. He discerned that there were 
three categories of religious personalities 


—Jew, Greek, and Christian; three char- 
acteristic quests in which men engaged; 
three corresponding attitudes towards the 
Christian Gospel. To the Jew, Christ is a 
stumbling-block, to the Greek foolishness, 
but to the Christian, He is the power of 
God and the wisdom of God! What the 
Jew required, a display of power, and 
what the Greek pursued, the source of 
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wisdom, those who were “ealled” found in 17:21). The Greeks had made an unpar- Greeks “missed” what Paul tells us in 
one pre-eminent figure,—Christ Crucified! alelled contribution to the evolution of Ephesians 1:10 was the mystery of the 


It may well be a part of our Lenten disci- 
pline to examine these three types, with 
their characteristic pursuits, and their 
representative attitudes. They are ancient, 
yet peculiarly modern; they belong to an 
age 19 centuries distant, still they live 
today! 


I 


In the first category are those who de- 
mand a sign, a show of power. The pro- 
verbial Jewish craving for the ostenta- 
tious, the tangible, the miraculous, is 
characteristic of Oriental peoples still. 
The Jews were accustomed to “signs”. 
They were so much a part of their na- 
tional history. Abraham, Jacob, Moses 
and Aaron, Gideon, Hezekiah, and other 
revered leaders had amply justified this 
demand for manifestations of divine ap- 
proval or direction. Two thoughts were 
ever in the foreground of the Jewish 
mind: the earlier splendors of his nation’s 
life, and the present bondage and humilia- 
tion of his race. Illustrious was his story, 
as those who have been privileged to wit- 
ness the spectacle, “The Romance of a 
People”, will eagerly testify. Other peo- 
ples were of yesterday and of the earth: 
the Jew was of eternity and of God! His 
founder was Abraham, “Friend of God”, 
and Father of the Faithful; his law-giver 
was Moses, who conversed with God; the 
literature of Greece and of Rome was man- 
made, but the Jew’s was a Book God 
made! Proud man was this Jew, there- 
fore, exhibiting what was almost a sense 
of ownership over his God: “I am God’s 
great work,’ said the Jew. “I am the 
sign! Show me a greater, if you can!” 

It is not to be wondered at, then, that 
throughout the earthly ministry of Jesus, 
the Jews demanded a sign, particularly 
the sign, the “Shekinah”, the manifesta- 
tion of the divine Presence about the per- 
son of any who claimed to be the Messiah. 
Ah! Jew, thou requirest a sign, and God 
gave thee a sign,—the Cross!—and thou 
didst reject it! Thou didst look upon it 
as a stumbling-block! Are there sadder 
words in all the New Testament than the 
lamentation in the first chapter of John’s 
Gospel: “He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not?” The Jew re- 
ceived signs both from Christ and from 
His servants. Jesus’ Messiahship was re- 
peatedly validated bv the confirming evi- 
dences in His works of merey and in His 
power over the natural world. And in 
the days of the early Church, “many won- 
ders and signs were done by the apostles!” 
Yet “none are so blind as those who will 
not see!” 

The world is still full of “sign-seekers”! 
Men who are looking for redemption but 
are unwilling to see it in the Cross of 
Christ! Men who put faith in ritual, cere- 
monial observance, ordinances, enriched 
worship, introduction of the “mystical” 
into the Protestant service, but are “out 
of step” with the Master in the face of 
the world’s direst needs! Men who ex- 
pect God to begin from without, rather 
than within their own hearts, the trans- 
forming process. Men who stake all on 
the “works” of political or social revolu- 
tion, as such, but ignore the subtle influ- 
ences of divine grace in the inner lives 
of human beings. These all demand a 
“sign”, but the Cross of Christ, with all 
its dynamic, personal implications, is a 
stone of stumbling unto them. 


II 


_ The second classification of the apostle 
is that of the “Greeks” who “seek wis- 
dom”. The Greeks, too, had their pride of 
race. Their land was the center of the 
world’s learning and culture, the cradle of 
each incipient “new thought”. Stoies, Epi- 
cureans, Gnosties had their disciples in 
every civilized nation. When Paul preach- 
ed at the Areopagus, it was in response 
to a popular demand to know “this new 
doctrine”, for “all the Athenians . . i'd 
spent their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell, or to hear some new things” (Acts 


mankind in their four pre-eminent discov- 
eries: First, in the birth of Freedom, with 
the consequent stimulus to finer manhood. 
Assyria and Egypt had wasted manhood 
with endless conquests and the building 
of pyramids. Greece discovered the key 
to an enhanced culture in an unfettered 
populace. Second, the Greeks “found” 
Art and Beauty, for all time, setting stand- 
ards which modern ingenuity is incapable 
of emulating, as in the ease of the marred 
sculpture of Venus de Milo. A third dis- 
covery of the Greeks was poetry, setting 
forth in the pithiest of speech the deepest 
of human emotions. Philosophy, the love 
of truth and the passion for the good, was 
the fourth unique contribution of this 
people to the growing store of wisdom. 


THE ENGLISH KESWICK 


Ye Cumberland mountains and val- 
leys and lakes! 
Ye mirror the splendours of God 
on His Throne! 
Your beauty the skill of your Maker 
partakes; 
And His Presence ye own. 


It is well that His Truth in your 
midst be proclaimed; 
That Nature and Grace, both from 
God, be received: 
That their witness for Him be 
unitedly named, 
And that both be believed. 


We meditate on our dear Substi- 
tute’s death, 
And the Blood that was shed for 
our cleansing from sin; 
We trust for the Comforter’s quick- 
ening Breath 
And His dwelling within. 


O Nature! Thy glories seem well 
nigh to pale, 
Compared to the splendours of 
Infinite Grace: 
Thou bringest no remedy which can 
prevail 
Sin’s black guilt to efface. 


The eagle, which soars aloft on strong 
wing, 
Never reaches the height which we 
find in the Word: 
And the breeze from your hills is 
too feeble to bring 
Fellowship with the Lord. 


Keswick! While we value your 
natural gifts, 
And worship the Maker Whose 
Being they teach; 
Far more precious to Faith is the 
Scripture which lifts 
To heights these cannot reach. 


—William Olney. 


Nevertheless, with all their amazing 
zeal for wisdom, they failed to see in 
Christ, THE wisdom for which they were 
searching. Despite their “discovery” of 
freedom, they passed by Him who was 
able to “break every chain” and help man- 
kind to attain moral and spiritual free- 
dom! With all their discernment of 
beauty, the Greeks looked at Christ, and 
saw “no form nor comeliness, no beauty 
that they should desire Him!” To them 
He was not the One “altogether lovely, the 
fairest of ten thousand to the soul!” Their 
devotion to poetry notwithstanding, they 
did not perceive that Christ: filled every 
life with poetic meaning, giving “beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praise instead of the spirit 
of heaviness!” Oh! the spiritual poetry 
involved in bringing divinity to humanity, 
in lifting humanity to divinity, that there 
might again be “one musie as before’?! 
Philosophers though they were, these 


divine will, that all things in heaven and 
on earth should ultimately be unified, 
harmonized, in Christ. In Him lay the 
way of reconciliation between the seem- 
ingly irreconcilable,—the physical and the 
spiritual, the human and the heavenly. 

The very learning and eloquence of the 
Greeks proved a hindrance to their accept- 
ance of the gospel of Christ crucified. 
They would believe nothing without argu- 
ment and demonstration. But the Chris- 
tian religion, while not against reason, 
was yet above reason. Paul, with his 
acknowledged scholarship, understood well 
enough the subtleties of discussion in the 
speculative schools of the Greeks, and 
might therefore have successfully argued 
with the eritics, but he would not. In 
this he was not greater than his Lord, for 
when certain Greeks came seeking Jesus 
on the eve of His passion, the record in 
John’s gospel makes no mention of His 
having received them. Instead, the Master 
took occasion to state an elementary law 
of His kingdom: “Except a grain of wheat 
fall into the earth and die, it abideth of 
itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much 
fruit!” What these Greeks needed, in 
Jesus’ day and in Paul’s day, and what 
modern Greeks need is not a new philoso- 
phy but new hearts! Not more wisdom, 
but “right spirits”! 

Who, then, are the “modern Greeks”? 
They are those who think by searching, 
to find God. Pilate’s bewildered question, 
“What is Truth?” is echoed today by those 
who insist “Where is God?” The Greeks 
of our time are those who are altogether 
wise in their own conceits; who believe 


every philosophy except the true one; who 
master all the wisdom except the wisdom ~ 


of God; who read the latest books and 
who “know” the newest “isms”! They 
believe all religions have “their place” 
but they give no religion a place in their 
own lives! 
as “rallying the universe to their support”, 
but free grace, the gift of God, is “fool- 
ishness”! Yes, the Greeks are still with 
us. With all their “wisdom” they have 
been trying for hundreds of years to know 
the laws of heaven and earth, and to set 
the world right by them, and have not 
succeeded. 


III 


Over against the Jews, who demand a 
sign, and the Greeks, who seek wisdom, 
stands the Christian, proclaiming Christ 
crucified, the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God. Christ is “declared to be 
the Son of God with power” (Romans 1.4). 
In the Cross, the Christian finds the con- 


summation of God’s great purpose to re- 


deem His children,—the “one inereasin 
purpose” that begins in Eden, flows di- 
rectly through Calvary, and reaches its 
fruition in the “City Four-square”! 
Nature, the material inventiveness of 
man, science and art all exhibit the mys- 
tery of power. But the power that can 
console the depressed spirit, that can en- 
kindle the heart’s best affections, that can 
invigorate the failing will and transform 
the corrupted, decadent soul into the like- 
ness of the divine Ideal, that power is 
found alone in the Crucified One! It is 


the power of vicarious self-sacrifice which — 


is the lesson taught by the Cross,—the 
lesson the world seems never to learn. 
What power can change the “leopard’s 
spots”? The power which transformed a 
dwarfed and crooked Zacchaeus into a 
consecrated steward! 
could assure a dying thief of a glorious 


entrance into Paradise! The power which 
could make of a savage Africaner a mis- — 
sionary to his people, and of a low river- _ 
thief, Jerry McAuley, a “life-changer” and 
a soul-saver! What makes the young man ~ 


turn his face from “all the kingdoms of 
this world” and set it as a flint tow 
a missionary’s service in a hidden 
of Africa? What causes men and wor 
to face cholera, leprosy, trachoma, to 

ister at the bedside of the torture 
the dying? What emboldens the 


To them faith may be useful, ~ 


The power which " 
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Army lass to brave the taunts of the de- 
generate and to enter the haunts of the 
vicious? What sustains the martyr at the 
stake and supports the thousands who en- 
dure the agonies of cancer with calm, 
untroubled spirits? It is the power of 
God in Christ Crucified! 

But the Christian also proclaims Christ, 
the Crucified, as the wisdom of God! The 
Christ, “in Whom are hidden all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colos- 
sians 2:3). The cross of Christ is the 
“first letter in the Christian’s alphabet,” 
declared Spurgeon. “If you want to be 
thoroughly learned, the best place to begin 
is with the Bible. Begin at Christ!” Ac- 
cordingly, the immortal Dickens penned, 
as a labor of deepest affection for his 
children, the Life of our Lord which, now, 
after 85 years, the public is permitted to 
read for the first time. So, likewise, the 
giant intellects of such men as Locke and 
Newton accepted the truths of the inspired 
Writings. They perceived that wisdom is 
not knowledge, but the right use of 
knowledge. Jesus, in childhood, amazed 
the learned rabbis by His penetrating 
questions, and, in manhood, confounded 
Pharisee, Sadducees, and Herodians, para- 
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lyzing those who sought to ensnare Him, 
with His incomparable words. And when 
we reeall that the Gospel was first spread 
abroad, not by learned teachers, but by 
unlettered fishermen, the conclusion is in- 
evitable that it must have had in it, in- 
trinsically, the wisdom of God as well as 
the power of God. Indeed, then, the Chris- 
tian may say with St. Bonaventura, that 
“all the learning in the world had never 
taught him half so much as the sight of 
Christ upon the Cross!” 

To the “sign-seekers’—a  stumbling- 
block; to those who think by searching to 
find God,—foolishness; but to them that 
are called, Christ crucified is the power 
of God and the wisdom of God! There is 
a general call to the world, and there is 
the special call, the individual eall, to the 
children. The Church, the minister, gives 
the general call to men. Christ, alone, can 
give that special call to you! As when 
He, at the first Easter dawn, called, 
“Mary!” and she answered, ‘Rabboni!” 
As when He ealled, “Simon, lovest thou 
Me?” and Simon answered, “Lord, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee!” Or, as when 
He called, “Thomas!” and the latter an- 
swered, “My Lord and my God!” Or, 
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again, as when He called, “Saul!” and 
that blind scholar and searcher after wis- 
dom cried, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to DO?” Or, finally, as when He sum- 
moned, “Zacchaeus!” and that sign-seeker 
walked with his new-found Master the 
Wonderful Way and tremblingly vowed: 
“Lord, half of my goods will I give away 
and restore four-fold all that I have 
wrongfully grasped!” 

Some are here, this morning, perhaps, 
who have been demanding a “sign”—a 
metaphysical portent of power; some, who 
have been enslaved to wisdom, climbing 
the heights and probing the depths of each 
latest “ism”; some, who have rejected 
the Cross, laughed at Grace, despising the 
Gospel as a delusion,—“foolishness”! 
Others have laughed at it, too, but God 
brought them to their knees, and they 
“remained to pray!” We give you, this 
morning, the general call, our earnest in- 
vitation to see in Christ Crucified the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. In 
the still, small voice of the Spirit, plead- 
ing within your own hearts, may you hear 
the Saviour’s own special Call to you,—to 
see in HIM your Lord and your God! 

Philadelphia 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


This morning we helped to sing Christ- 
mas carols in one of our large depart- 
ment stores, assisted by the great organ. 
Christmas greens, trees and messages were 
all around us. We are waiting to join in 
singing the praises of our loyal friends, 
who will send their Christmas gifts for 
the Bowling Green Academy salary fund. 
Just $2.50 received since our last report. 
It came from the O. A. B. Class, Blooms- 
burg, Pa., Mrs. D. M. Miller, Treas. That 
makes our total $167. Please make all 
checks payable to Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 
1505 Race St. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Rey. Albert B. Bauman, D.D., from 
Johnstown, Pa., to Zwingle, Ia. 

Rev. Wm. H. Shults, from Dayton, O., 
to 249 Hyde Park Ave., Tampa, Fla. 

Rey. Stephen Szijjarto, Jr., from Elk- 
horn, W. Va., to P. O. Box 686, Logan, 
Vim Via 


Who is “a Christian gentleman”? See 
“Messenger” of Noy. 22, and send in your 
answer by Christmas. 

Rev. Dr. George Longaker, of Miamis- 
burg, O., has accepted a call to Wooster 
Ave. Church, Akron, O., to succeed Rev. 
E. E. Zechiel, now of Louisville, O. 


Rev. W. R. Shaffer, High Point, N. C., 
has been elected pastor of Faith Church, 
Philadelphia, to succeed Rev. E. HE. Leip- 
hart. 

Rev. L. S. Hegnauer, of Chicago, will 
assume the pastorate of the Lowell Church, 
Canton, O., on Jan. 1, to succeed the late 
Rev. O. P. Foust.. 

The S. 8. and congregation of St. Paul’s 
Church, Robesonia, Pa., Rev. Edwin 8. 
Leinbach, pastor, was addressed on Dee. 
2 by Mr. Levon Zenian, of Beirut, Syria, 
who told of his wonderful work. 

Rev. N. H. Fravel of St. Mark’s Church, 
Cressona, Pa., is again home after an oper- 
ation in Pottsville Hospital, and is getting 
along very well. The pulpit on Dec. 9 was 
filled by Dr. J. Rauch Stein. 

We are indeed glad to hear that our 
good friend, Mrs. E. Franklin Foust, of 
N. Hazleton, Pa., is at home and making 
a fine recovery, after a serious operation 
in the hospital. 


The members of the W. M. S. and G. M. 
G. of Salem Church, Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. 
W. A. Kratz, pastor, presented the pageant 
“As It Is Given Unto You,” at the annual 
Thank Offering service, Dec. 2. 


We are glad to report that the Rev. 
Irwin A. Raubenhold, of Grace Church, 
York, Pa., is again able to resume his work 
after an illness of 3 months, during which 
he underwent a serious operation at the 
Union Memorial Hospital, Baltimore. 


Nearly 300 Consistorymen of the Re- 
formed Church in North Carolina Classis 
faced the issues of the 1935 Kingdom Roll 
Call. All pastors except 3 were in the 
Conferences. First reports are that the 
Churches will have a more thorough and 
better canvass than in the last few years. 


Our old friend, Rev. Dr. Chas. E. Jeffer- 
son, for over 30 years minister of the 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, has 
been the victim of double pneumonia. He 
is now reported on the highway to recov- 
ery, we are delighted to say, but will not 
be able to fill speaking engagements for 
some months. 


The “Messenger” acknowledges with 
thanks the receipt of the program of the 
42nd anniversary of the Miyagi Jo-Gakko 
Literary Society of Sendai, Japan. The 
program looks rather long, but decidedly 
interesting. In addition to recitations, ad- 
dresses and musical numbers, the pro- 
gram includes two plays and a playlet. 

Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. 
Purd E. Deitz, pastor, rejoiced in observ- 
ing Mother Hoy Day on Dee. 2. It was 
a blessed experience to have Mrs. Hoy 
present as the representative of Trinity 
Church in China. On Dee. 9, Mr. Levon 
Zenian, the young Armenian leader of re- 
ligious educational work among’ the 
refugees of the Near East, addressed the 
Church School on his interesting work. 

Christian work is once more under way 
in the mission field of Logan, W. Va., this 
time under the supervision of Rev. Stephen 


_ Szijjarto, Jr., who graduated from the 


Theological Seminary in Lancaster last 
May and taught the D. V. B. S. at the 
Hungarian Reformed Church in South Nor- 
walk, Conn., this past summer. At the 
fall meeting of the Central Hungarian 
Classis he was appointed to the mission 
field of Logan, W. Va., and was ordained 
on Oct. 10, at Windber, Pa. Thus far Rey. 


THE REV. DR. EDWARD 
HERBRUCK 


One of our best known ministers 
has been called to his eternal rest 
in the person of Dr. Edward Her- 
bruck, aged 85, of Ridgewood Rd., 
Dayton, O., who died Saturday morn- 
ing, Dec. 8, at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. L. E. Hill, in Cleve- 
land, with whom he had been visit- 
ing. He was born in Canton, O., 
May 11, 1849, graduating from 
Heidelberg College in 1868, and at 
the time of his death was the oldest 
alumnus of that college. After grad- 
uating from Heidelberg Seminary in 
1869, he was ordained and served 
Canton, Akron, and 


pastorates in 
Dayton, O. He was once Editor of 
the “Christian World”, and in 1896 
was elected to the chair of Church 


History and Archeology in the 
Heidelberg Seminary, and he served 
faithfully until 1919, when he re- 
signed. Besides Mrs. Hill, he is sur- 
vived by another daughter, Hilda J. 
Herbruck, and a son, R. A., of Day- 
ton, with whom he lived; also by 5 
grandchildren and 3. great-grand- 
children. He was a brother of Rev. 
Dr. Emil P. Herbruck, of Canton. 
Further details of the life and work 
of this distinguished minister will 
be given later. 


Mr. Szijjarto’s work has been marked with 
success, congregations being formed at 
Monaville, Holden and Ethel. 

Rev. John Smeltzer, of the Denmark 
Manor Charge, Harrison City, Pa., was 
united in holy wedlock on Thanksgiving 
Day to Miss Thelma Lytle. The ceremony 
took place in St. John’s Church, Shamokin, 
Pa., Rev. William Smeltzer, a brother of 
the groom, officiating. The bride is a 
daughter of Prof. P. J. Lytle, a principal 
in the Shamokin Schools. 

A Dramatic ‘Club has been organized 
among the young people of Salem Church 
School, Shamokin, Pa., Rev. A. F. Dietz, 
pastor. Their first presentation was “The 
Littlest Bridesmaid,” which was well re- 
ceived. Copies of the “Messenger” have 
been distributed among the heads of fam- 
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ilies in anticipation of a drive for new 
subscribers. 

The Choirs of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Churches of Los Angeles will pre- 
sent “The Story of Christmas,” a cantata 
by H. Alexander Matthews, under the di- 
rection of Miss Martha Hershberger, on 
Dee. 16 at 7.80 P.M., in First Reformed 
Church, Los Angeles. <A silver offering 
will be taken and will be used as a Christ- 
mas gift to the Home Mission Boards. 

Dr. Leinbach, of the “Messenger” filled 
the pulpit of both First and Trinity 
Churches, ‘Canton, O., Drs. R. W. Blemker 
and H. Nevin Kerst, pastors, on Sunday 
morning, Dec. 2, and in the evening ad- 
dressed a large mass meeting of the 
Churches of our denomination in that city 
and environs. He also addressed the min- 
isters of Stark County of all denomina- 
tions on Dee. 3. 

First Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
Wm. C. Lyerly, pastor, gave a Thanksgiv- 
ing Offering of over $100 to Nazareth Or- 
phans’ Home. Supt. Ray P. Lyerly and 5 
children of the Home were guests at the 
S. S. and morning worship on Noy. 25. 
Dollar Day for Missions in First Church 
is nearing $250, with $150 paid in; the goal 
is $500 by June, 1935, to be equally 
divided between Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

Mr. Carlton M. Sherwood, former 
Editor of the “Christian Endeavor World” 
and General Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Society of Christian Endeavor, has 
been appointed as Executive Director for 
the Associated Board for Christian Col- 
leges in China, which was formed several 
years ago to secure greater co-ordination 
and effectiveness in the program of 10 
principal institutions of higher learning 
in China, which have a student body of 
more than 4,300. 


The Rev. Edward Mohr, Baldwin, 
Iowa, has been elected to serve the 3 con- 
gregations comprising the Alma-Tell- 


Cochrane charge, Minnesota Classis. This 
vacancy was caused by the recent resigna- 
tion of the Rev. Arthur Peterhansel, who 
faithfully served there for 6 years. Since 
his departure, neighboring members of 
Classis have been supplying the pulpits. 
On Nov. 21 Housefather W. H. Lahr, of 
the Mission House, preached in the 3 
Churches. The Rey. Mr. Mohr expects to 
assume his duties early in December. 

In Christ Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. 
H. A. Fesperman, pastor, Home Mission 
Day offerings totaled $321 for the payment 
of back salaries to our home missionaries. 
Of this amount Salem constributed $45, the 
C. E. Society, $100, and the remainder by 
Christ’s congregation. Apportionment paid 
in full prior to the Home Mission offering. 
The Clever Bible Class had an average at- 
tendance of 203 during November. Christ- 
mas will be observed with a service on 
Christmas Eve from 11 to 12, and again 
Christmas Day at 6 P. M., when a pageant 
will be given by the 8. S. 

The Evangelical _Reformed Church of 
Oakley, Cincinnati, O., Dr. R. Pierce Bea- 
ver, pastor, is enjoying a successful series 
of 6 Wednesday evening educational pro- 
grams; attendance has average 150; the 
speakers have been the pastor, Father Ed- 
ward Freking, Professor of Theology at 
Mt. Saint Mary Seminary, Rev. H. H. 
Fikret, a Turkish convert from Islam, once 
a professor of engineering and now a 
Methodist minister, Dr. H. P. Atkins, Sec- 
retary of the Cincinnati Federation of 
Churches, and Dr. Julian Morgenstern, 
president of the Hebrew Union College. 
Prof. Jacob Marcus, of the Hebrew Col- 
lege, will close the series. The season was 
begun with a record congregation at the 
preparatory service and a large number of 
communicants at the Communion service on 
Oct. 7; Rev. G. W. Grauer, pastor of Phil- 
ippus Evangelical Church, preached at the 
preparatory service. ‘wo young people’s 
societies are flourishing, with a combined 
membership of about 75. On Dee. 2 a stone 
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baptismal font was dedicated in memory 
of Ellen Barbara Beaver. 

Have you sent in your definition of “a 
Christian gentleman”? Surely you have 
an idea of just what a gentleman is. It 
may help you as well as others to express 
that idea. 

Note: One of our Evangelical and Re- 
formed Churches wish to purchase a quant- 
ity of used copies of “HYMNAL FOR 
AMERICAN YOUTH”, published by Cen- 
tury Company in 1926, Any school de- 
siting to dispose of a quantity of this 
book may communicate with the Board of 
Christian Education of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Our Church was represented at the'meet- 
ing of the Federal Council of the Churches 
in Dayton, O., Dec. 4-6, by Drs. Geo. W. 
Richards, Chas. E. Schaeffer, Henry J. 
Christman, Charles E. Miller, H. Nevin 
Kerst and Paul 8. Leinbach. Drs. Schaef- 
fer and Leinbach were chosen members of 
the Executive Committee of the Council 
for the new biennium, with Drs. Miller 
and Kerst as alternates. Representatives 
of our Church on the program of the ‘Coun- 
cil are Drs. Richards, E. G. Homrighausen 
and Ernest N. Evans, all of whom honored 
our Church by their valuable contributions 
to the thought of the Council. Quite a 
number of our pastors and people in Ohio 
were in attendance at one or more of the 
interesting sessions. 

The people at Mt. Hermon Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., believe in the power of pray- 
er. During October, Rey. D. F. Singley, 
pastor of Mt. Hermon, asked those who 
wished to join with him in praying for a 
Thank Offering of $1,000 to hand him 
their names. Over 60 people did so. On 
Dee. 2, at the semi-annual Thank Offering 
service, the congregation responded with 
an offering of $1,047, which will probably 
amount to $1,200 or more as there are sey- 
eral organizations to make returns. On 
Noy. 25, in the evening, the choir, under 
direction of Ralph H. Ziegler, Elizabeth K. 
Schultz, organist, sang Maunder’s “Song of 
Thanksgiving.” The soloists were Emily 
Kern and Florence Ziegler, soprano; Flor- 
ence Kretz Kirby, contralto; Geo. Lein- 
bach of Reading, tenor, and John Kalwaice, 
baritone. The Church was almost filled to 
capacity. 

Two Consistorial Conferences were held 
recently in West Susquehanna Classis in 
preparation for the Kingdom Roll Call. 
One for the Churches in the western end of 
the Classis, held in St. John’s Church, Mil- 
heim, Rev. G. A. F. Griesing, pastor, on 
Noy. 8, with an attendance of 65, and the 
other for the Churches in the eastern end 
of Classis, held Nov. 9, in St. John’s 
Church, Lewisburg, Dr. H. H. Rupp, pas- 
tor, with an attendance of 30. “The King- 
dom Roll Call” was the sole topic at both 
conferences, and Dr. Wm. EK. Lampe was 
the speaker. In addition to the address 
Dr. Lampe conducted a demonstration 
school for canvassers at both conferences 
that proved to be an interesting and popu- 
lar way of presenting the answers to some 
of the objections most commonly met with 
in the canvass. The Conferences were 
held under the direction of the Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee of the Classis, 


Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. Walter 
R. Hartzell, pastor, observed Dollar Day 
with 2 special services in November: one 
a special Home Mission Day service; the 
other a Tea conducted by the W. M. S. 
This community being hard pressed by the 
closing of the mines had difficulty in meet- 
ing expenses and yet in the face of all 
this have raised $28.50 for the Board of 
Home Missions. The W. M. S. conducted 
their service at the Japanese Tea with the 
following numbers included: The Japa- 
nese Question Box; duet by Mrs. Clarence 
Gilmartin and Miss Anna Koppenhaver; a 
reading by Mrs. C. A. Pfeiffer, who was in 
charge; address by Rev. H. J. Naftzinger, 
of Hegins, chairman of the Missionary and 
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Massanutten Academy 
Woodstock, Virginia 


is offering 6% bonds, with First 
Mortgage as security. This is a 
good investment. The school has a 
full enrollment this year. Its record 
of achievement is challenging. 


For information, address 
DR. HOWARD J. BENCHOFF, 
Head Master 
Massanutten Academy, 
Woodstock, Va. 


Stewardship Committee of East Susque- 
hanna Classis, and a Japanese play, “Two 
in the Company.” A beautiful display of 
Japanese articles made the room attrac- 
tive. Tea was served at the close of the 
program. 


In Trinity, Wabasha, Minn., Rev. Walter 
J. Stuckey, pastor, the regular schedule 
of services has been resumed, after a 
summer period of early meetings. The 
pastor served at Tell, Wisc., for some 
months, but is again devoting full time 
to Trinity. The Ladies Aid turned over 
$220 to the Church treasurer, to be used 
for current expenses. The edifice has been 
painted and other improvements made, 
which will enhance and increase the worth 
of the property. Seven boys and girls are 
enrolled in the pastor’s class. They meet 
once each week, and will be confirmed at 
Christmas time. It is difficult to have 
such classes meet during the winter 
months, because of poor roads and uncer- 
tain weather. The pastor and wife, to- 
gether with several others of the Sunday 
School, attended the annual S. 8. Confer- 
ence of Minnesota Classis at Waukon. 
They were in charge of a demonstration. 
worship period for the delegates. 

Herman C, Snyder, one of this year’s 
graduates of the Theological Seminary, 
was ordained to the ministry by a Com- 
mittee of Schuylkill Classis consisting of 
Revs. John K. Wetzel, Tremont; W. H. 
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Snyder, an uncle, St. Clair; and L. M. Fet- 
terolf, Pottsville. The service was held in 
his home Church, St. Peter’s, Tremont, on 
Dec. 5. He has been dismissed to Lehigh 
Classis where he has accepted a call ex- 
tended by Solomon’s Church, Macungie. 
The service was inspiring and attended by 
a large congregation, 35 of whom journey- 
ed from Macungie. There is every indi- 
cation of a happy relationship being estab- 
lished. 


On Novy. 4, in Trinity, Mormon Coulee, 
LaCrosse, Wise., Rev. E. R. Vornholt, 
pastor, Rev. W. H. Lahr, Housefather of 
our Mission House, and field representa- 
tive of the school, preached the morning 
sermon. Six catechumens are being pre- 
pared for membership. The choir is pre- 
paring a dramatie cantata, “Good Will to 
Men”, for Christmas presentation. <A 
financial statement for the first nine 
months of the year shows all bills paid, 
and a balance in the treasury. At its No- 
vember meeting, the Ladies’ Society hon- 
ored one of its oldest members, Mrs. 
Henry Andreas, by celebrating her birth- 
day. Rev. Mr. Andreas was pastor of 
Trinity for 42 years, and it was during 
his ministry that this society was organ- 
ized. Mrs. Andreas has reached the age 
of 72, and resides with a daughter in 
LaCrosse. She is actively interested in 
the affairs of the congregation and com- 
munity where she lived and worked for 
almost half a century. 

Holy Communion was observed in St. 
John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. Ernest 
W. Moyer, pastor, in October; offering, 
$171, which pays the Apportionment in 
full and leaves a balance of $100 which was 
applied on Home Missions. The annual 
Home Mission service was held in Novem- 
ber; special offering, $54. The 8S. S. work- 
ers have organized a Workers’ Conference; 
the meetings have been well attended and 
the discussion helpful; a large number of 
the workers attended the District Confer- 
ence of S. 8. Workers at Howard. The 
Haleyon Class of the School had the lawns 
landscaped, financed through the proceeds 
of a play given last winter. This Class 
with the Ladies’ Aid will pack the annual 
Christmas Box for Bethany Home. The 
young folks of the School are preparing 
the pageant, “The Coming of the Great 
Light” to be given Sunday evening before 
Christmas at 6.30. The White Gift Christ- 
mas will also be observed. The pastor is 
preaching a series of sermons suited to the 
Advent season. 


The 8th annual convention of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed S. S. Workers’ As- 
sociation of West Ohio met in New Bre- 
men, O., in St. Paul’s Evangelical Church, 
Rev. J. C. Melchert, pastor, on Sunday, 
Dee. 2. Among those who took part were 
Prof. Harold Pflug, of Eden Theological 
Seminary; Revs. Geo. P. Kehl, A. C. Yost, 
J. J. Kalkbrenner, and J. C. Melchert; 
Mrs. Mildred Hartwig, Mrs. Lina Brucken, 
Miss Hulda Wiehe, and Miss Alma Knatz. 
The new President is Prof. J. Ben Duer, 
Superintendent of Schools of New Bremen 
and a member of Zion’s Reformed Church. 
The next meeting will be held in Novem- 
ber, 1935, at St. Paul’s Church, St. Marys, 
Rev. Geo. P. Kehl, pastor. 300 were pres- 
ent in the afternoon and 400 in the even- 
ing. 

Zwingli Chureh, Rice Lake, Wisconsin, 
Rev. C. F. Wichser, pastor, lost a valua- 
ble friend and member on Oct. 17, when 
Elder Ernst Klossner passed away at the 
age of 53. He had been ill for some time 
with pneumonia, and was taken to the 
hospital early in September. An _ opera- 
tion for the removal of a goitre failed to 
bring relief, and his death followed. Mr. 
Klossner was born in Diemtigen, Switzer- 
land, on July 1, 1881. Thirty years ago 
he eame to Monticello, Wise., where he 
was married in 1906 to Miss Emma Kloss- 
ner, by Dr. Carl Heyl, editor of the 
“Kirchenzeitung”. In 1909 Mr. and Mrs. 
Klossner moved to Rice Lake, where they 
resided on a farm. Surviving him are his 
wife, 4 sons, and 3 daughters. One son, 
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“Holiday Cheer” 


Are you wondering just what will make a most appropriate gift 
for mother and father, or sister and brother, or that very dear friend 


For Christmas 


Each year, hundreds of fond parents, thoughtful children and 
discriminating friends solve this problem with complete satisfaction 
by choosing a year’s subscription to the 


Reformed Church Messenger 


Surely you have a friend or relative who would appreciate this 


year-lasting gift. 


Send us the name and address and Two Dollars and Fifty Cents. 
We will enter the subscription promptly and send an appropriate 
card to the new member of the MESSENGER family, giving the 


name of the donor. 
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1505 Race Street, Schaff Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Jacob, preceded his father in death in 
1928. Three brothers and two sisters liv- 
ing in Wisconsin, and three sisters still 
living in Switzerland, also survive. The 
pastor of Zwingli uses a single-sheet bulle- 
tin to bring messages of information and 
comfort to the members, as well as news 
items. concerning the congregation. 

Old first Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. 
G. H. Gebhardt, pastor, contributed over 
$218 in the special offering for Home 
Missionaries on “Dollar Day.” The Appor- 
tionment will again be paid in full and all 
current expenses met. At the “Chest of 
Joash” service Nov. 25, over 1-3 of the 
members brought in their subscriptions for 
congregational expenses and denomina- 
tional benevolences voluntarily; the can- 
vass of the remaining membership was 
made Dee. 9. Miss Gertrude Hoy, mission- 
ary to China and a member of First 
Church, will address the congregation on 
Dec. 16. The annual White Gift service 
will be held the evening of Dec. 23, and 
the choir will sing a Christmas Cantata on 
Dec. 30, in the evening. The pastor will 
preach on “The Drama of Bethlehem” on 
Dec. 16, in the evening; on “The Child 
of Destiny” Dec. 23, and on “The Reassur- 
ing Vision,” Dec. 30. Catechetical instruc- 
tion began Dec. 9. The year 1934, the 
3rd of the present pastorate, has been the 
best in every way: attendance, interest, 
offerings and spiritual growth. 

Immanuel, Klemme, Iowa, Rev. Calvin 
Grosshuesch, pastor, reports that the par- 
sonage family is enjoying the benefits of 
a newly installed furnace in the parsonage. 
Those who understand German will appre- 
ciate the pastor’s note: “Es ist eben 
wieder so ein Fall wo eine Gemeinde es 


YOU HAVE RECEIVED 


a communication during the 
past week indicating the 
amount due on your unpaid 
subscription. To share in mak- 
ing as good a showing as pos- 
sible for the MESSENGER at 
the close of the fiscal year, 
your remittance must reach us 
before December 31. 


From past experiences, we 
know that these few words are 
all that will be necessary to 
bring us your hearty co-opera- 
tion. 


So, a cheery “Thank You” in 
advance. 


dem Pastor heiss macht!” The catechism 
classes meet twice a week, for a total of 
50 sessions before Easter. One such meet- 
ing is held in the publie school building, 
where a room is provided. The pastor of- 
fers a 3-year course, using the Bible and 
the Heidelberg Catechism as texts. To 
this is added a course in Church History 
during the third year. The senior class 
numbers 14. A delegation of ladies of the 
congregation recently visited the Indian 
School at Neillsville. Their reports of the 
work done there by the faithful superin- 
tendent and teachers will serve to enthuse 
others for the Winnebago Mission. 


Peace, St. Paul, Minn., Rev. Wm. Diehm, 
pastor. The annual mission festival of 
this congregation was celebrated on Oct. 
21, with the Rev. Otto Vriesen, Hamburg, 
Minn., as the guest speaker. A German 
service preceded the Church School meet- 
ing, which was in turn followed by an 
English service. Rey. Vriesen, assisted by 
the pastor loci, officiated at these morning 
meetings. Among those present was Mrs. 
H. A. Meier, widow of the late Prof. 
Meier, of the Mission House, and also 
Prof. Paul Meier, a noted musician of 
St. Paul. At the evening service, the Rev. 
Erwin Koch, of the Evangelical Church, 
preached the sermon. After mentioning 
with gratitude the movement which has 
united his and our own Churches, Rev. 
Koch preached from the texts found in 
Luke 9:12 and Philippians 2:4. The 
Church was decorated with flowers, and 
two choirs added: to the beauty of the ser- 
vices. The day’s offerings totaled $55. 
Rev. Diehm was privileged last year to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of his or- 
dination to the Christian ministry. He 
has served many congregations in the 
mid-west, and still is active in the field 
where God has placed him. 


On Nov. 4, St. John’s, LaCrosse, Wisce., 
Rev. Karl Koepke, pastor, had the priv- 
ilege of dedicating a new pipe organ. The 
new Church building was erected in 1925, 
during the pastorate of Rey. Frank Stucki. 
It is modeled after Independence Hall, 
Philadelphia, and is unique among the 
Church buildings in LaCrosse. Due to 
financial reverses, the old organ was used 
until it refused to function any longer. It 
had served well, having been installed in 
old St. John’s over 50 years ago, during 
the pastorate of the late Rev. Henry 
Andreas. The new organ was made possi- 
ble by a slowly accumulating fund, which 
enabled a committee to purchase a Wick 
installation at a very nominal cost. In 
addition to the organ a splendid piece of 
grill work was built by two members of 
the congregation, Adolph Blatter and 
Emil Ruoff, who for years have been 
master cabinet makers. In the center of 
the grill there is a beautiful gold cross, 
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illuminated from concealed reflectors. It 
makes an impressive sight when viewed 
from the pews. The dedication sermon 
was preached by the pastor at the morn- 
ing service. In the evening, Mr. Robert 
M. Barelay, representing the Wick Organ 
Co., played a concert which showed the 
fine range of the new instrument. The 
offerings of the day were designated for 
the organ fund. 

Referring to the election of Dr. George 
W. Richards as Vice-President of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, the Dayton, O., 
“Herald” says: “Dr. Richards is one of 
the leading Church historians in the coun- 
try and his interest in Church unity has 
made him one of the leading interdenom- 
inational figures in American Protestant- 
ism. He played the leading part in bring- 
ing about the organie union last June of 
the Reformed Church in the United States 
and the Evangelical of North America, 
which are now merged in the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, and at the first 
meeting of the united Church, he was 
elected President of the General Synod. 
He has been known internationally for 
many years in connection with the leader- 
ship in the Alliance of Reformed Churches 
Throughout the World Holding the Pres- 
byterian System, having served as Presi- 
dent of that great organization for 4 
years. Dr. Richards is known as one of 
the foremost American friends of Karl 
Barth, the distinguished European theo- 
logian, who was removed from his chair 
in the University of Bonn by the Nazi 
Government a week or two ago. Dr. Rich- 
ards was one of the translators of the first 
volume of Barth’s sermons to appear in 
English, entitled ‘Come, Holy Spirit’. He 
is the author of several other volumes, the 
most recent of which is ‘Beyond Funda- 
mentalism and Modernism: The Gospel of 
God’.” 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


Thanksgiving day has for years been a 
day of unusual interest to the members 
of our family. The Christian Endeavor 
Society of Trinity Church, Allentown, has 
paid the Home visits on that occasion and 
conducted a thanksgiving service. They 
did so again this year and their visit was 
very much appreciated by the aged guests. 
They brought with them five baskets of 
fruits and: vegetables. 

This year chicken was served for dinner 
with many other things including cranber- 
ries and mince pie. During the day many 
friends and relatives visited the members 
of our family. The superintendent spent 
Thanksgiving day with his son and family 
at Providence, R. I., and thus had to miss 
the pleasure of being with the Home 
family. 

The Home has had much for which to 
be thankful. Though many invalids have 
been received into the Home during the 
past year, most of them have been improv- 
ing in health or have held their own. 
There were very few losses by death. 
Then, too the Church has respuonded well 
to the Home’s financial needs so that the 
wants of the family could be well supplied. 
We wish to express to the supporters of 
the Home our gratitude for their help. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 

Rev. David Lockart, Myerstown, preach- 
ed an interesting sermon to our children 
on Sunday, Dee. 2. His 3 choirs each ren- 
dered a selection and the combined choirs 
sang. ‘With the delegation that accom- 
panied them, the Church was crowded to 
capacity, the largest attendance we had 
since the dedication of the Reed Cottage. 
Rev. Mr. Lockhart observed a “rice” Sun- 
day in his Church and sent over 700 
pounds of rice to Bethany. 

The Good Shepherd congregation of Boy- 
ertown observed “soap” Sunday and sent 
to us over 800 cakes of soap, much of which 


was homemade. The results of these spe- 
cial type services are very welcome at 
3ethany and the articles fill a real need. 
The choir conducted a service at St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading, Rev. G. R. Poet- 
ter, pastor, on Sunday evening, Dec. 2. 
The air around Bethany is charged with 
the Christmas spirit. We are looking forth 
to the loyal support of our many friends 
to make our family happy for another-year, 


THE RECEIPTS OF THE BOARDS ON 
THEIR APPORTIONMENTS 


While the Boards of the Church are in 
the greatest financial distress in their his- 
tory a large proportion of the Church 
seems to be doing its utmost to maintain 
our denominational work. Congregations 
are having difficulties of their own but 
many of them are endeavoring to keep 
going our missionary and _ benevolent 
causes. If we could say this confidently 
of all of our congregations there would be 
a different report regarding the finances of 
our Boards. 

During November the four Boards to- 
gether raised on their Apportionments 
slightly less than during November of last 
year. It is too bad that only one-third 
of the low Apportionments we now have 
has been paid until the end of November. 
The amounts for November and for the 
year to date are as follows: 

Board Jan.-October November Total 
Home Missions: 

$103,525.21 $13,243.54 $116,768.75 
Foreign Missions: 


99,759.34 12,659.80 112,419.14 
Ministerial Relief: 

25,697.08 3,263.31 28,960.39 
Christian Education: 

18,117.14 1,564.05 19,681.19 


Our Boards have informed the Church 
that it will not be possible to go through 
another year, 1935, on the same basis as 
this year without disaster to our mission- 
ary operations. Let us hope that every 
congregation will do its level best to pay 
its Apportionment in full by the end of 
December, 

—William E. Lampe, Secty. 


AN ADVENT PRAYER 
Dr. W. R. Gobrecht 


Our Father who art in Heaven, we thank 
Thee that Thou didst send prophets and 
priests to prepare the way for Thy Son, 
and that in the fulness of time Thou didst 
give Him, the Only Begotten One, to be 
the Redeemer of the world. As the way 
needed to be prepared for His advent, so 
today there needs to be preparation for a 
proper celebration of His birth. Grant 
that our services of worship from Sunday 
to Sunday may make a very definite con- 
tribution to this end. May the purple 
marker here displayed be a fitting symbol 
of our contrition and humility and recog- 
nition of ‘spiritual need. May we know 
that we are wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind, and that only in Thee is 
our hope and salvation. 

We thank Thee for the designations of 
the Coming One given us in that ancient 
hymn: Emmanuel, God with us; the Day- 
spring from on high, the One Who brought 
light and hope where before there was 
darkness and despair; the Key of David, 
the One Who opens the Kingdom of Heaven 
and none can shut, and Who shuts and none 
can open; the Lord of Might, Whom even 
the forces of iniquity and disease must 
needs obey. We worship Thee, O Christ, 
and pray that Thou wilt grant us indi- 
vidually to be partakers of these benefits 
through the infinite riches of Thy grace. 

Unstop our ears, O Lord, that we may 
hear the anthem of the angels above the 
confusion and turmoil of our troubled 
world. Quiet also the passions of the 
world’s trouble-makers that they may heed 
the message of the angels—to go to Beth- 
lehem of the human heart, there to give 
homage to the King of heaven and earth, 
and to be men of good will, for only such 
can find the Lord. Teach the nations of 


the world, O God, that same forbearance 
and charity which are the crowning vir- 
tues of a Christian walk and conversation. 
Increase and exalt the forees which make 
for international understanding and ¢o- 
operation, and diminish and bring to 
nought the forces intended to produce 
discord and strife. Bless our own country 
with our President and those who are in 
authority with him. May the white in 
our flag come more and more to stand for 
noble ideals practiced as well as professed, 
the red for unselfish service to the whole, 
world of mankind, and the blue for the 
dominance of spiritual power over ma- 
terial foree, as represented in armaments 
and munitions. 

Remember at this time all people who 
are sick, and in Thy mercy heal them, or 
grant them that submission which will 
enable their spirits to triumph over the 
infirmities of the flesh. 


Be with those who are poor and needy. 
May there be enough of those who are 
able and willing to share with them, that 
none need suffer hunger or cold, And 
grant to lead us speedily to a social order, 
where all who are willing to make their 
contribution to human happiness may in 
turn share in the fruits of that happiness. 
And while we pray that the physical needs 
of all may be met, we are even more con- 
cerned that all shall feed upon the Bread 
of Eternal Life. To the end that this de- 
sire of our hearts may soon be a reality, 
use us and all Thy people, our lives, our 
prayers, and our possessions. We ask it in 
the name of the Friend of all, Jesus. 
Amen. 


Chambersburg, Pa. 


PRESIDENT APPLE RESIGNS AT 
F, AND M. 


At the winter meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, Lancaster, Pa., Dee. 7, Dr. Henry H. 
Apple presented his resignation as presi- 
dent of the college, to take effect at the 
end of the academic year inwJune, 1935, 
After service of a quarter of a century 
and with the institution in sound financial 
and scholastic condition, Dr. Apple stated 
that it seems a favorable opportunity to 


secure the guidance of a younger man in | 


the arduous duties and heavy responsibil- 
ities of the office. The celebration of. the 
25th anniversary of the administration of 
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Christmas fMlessages 


For Pastors and Church Workers 


Pu Chiietwata 


Che privilege is owe spnin la'eslen 
Irate the greatest event in the hutory 


of mankiid — the betl*eft Olga 


Way we realize this Cheistmas 
aeason an Newer kelore the wi afeanee 
of the coun of resus, Nay we 
delicate ourvelves, our time and lalenly 
to Him and Ais world - wide cause 
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Chrutma Lay when Air name 
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wtterwont ends of the earth, 


"Grood will toward men’ 


THE FIELD 
FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH WORK 
A beautiful Christmas message, printed on a rich 
white paper, stock in a deep green ink. In fi 
colors a delightful nativity scene is attached to 
folder to add to its attractiveness, he messa 
are furnished flat, ready for your signature, 
Illustration ‘A, The messages then fold ty 
forming their own envelopes, seal and m 
1%ec. You will be delighted with this new 
of messagef Samples gladly submitted, : 


Price 2% cents each 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA’ 

OF THE EVANGELICAL AN 
RMED CHURCH 

1505 RACE STREET, 


HERE IS AN ENTIRELY NEW_ITEM IN 
OF CHRISTMAS GREETINGS” 
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Dr. Apple last Commencement closed a 
definite and distinct period in the devel- 
opment and growth of the college. There 
has been a surplus each year for the last 
20 years, without reduction of salary even 
during the depression. The number of stu- 
dents and members of the faculty was 
more than trebled. The endowment fund 
was increased ten fold. The addition of 
9 buildings doubled the equipment of the 
college. New departments of instruction 
were provided and separate administrative 
offices of Dean, Librarian, Alumni Secre- 
tary, and Comptroller were instituted. 
The curriculum is liberalized in a system 
of group studies centered upon major 
courses with comprehensive final exam- 
inations. Dr. Apple has been identified 
with civic and community welfare. Dur- 
ing the World War he served as chairman 
of the United War Work Campaigns, chair- 
man of the Federal Labor Board and on 
the Executive Committee of the American 
Red Cross. He was President of the Lan- 
caster Chamber of Commerce in 1928-1929 
and President of the Association of Penn- 
sylvania College Presidents in 1920-1921. 
He was graduated from Franklin and Mar- 
shall College with the A.B. degree in 1889 
and received the degree of A.M. in 1892. 
He received the honorary degree of D.D. 
from Lafayette College in 1909 and that 
of LL.D. from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, 1913, University of Pittsburgh, 
1919, Heidelberg University, 1925, and 
Ursinus College, 1934. He received this 
year from the Hungarian Government the 
Cross of Merit for service in behalf of 
the education of Americans of Hungarian 
descent. 

In his letter to the Board of Trustees, 
Dr. Apple said in part: 

“The college is in good, healthy and 
vigorous condition. It now enters upon 
another period. It is necessary to study 
and determine problems of the curriculum 
and administration which will project into 
and be earried on by a new generation. 
I could not hope to continue to serve long 
enough to complete any extended plans 
reaching far into the future. It would be 
unfair to my successor to formulate any 
elaborate purpose, plan or procedure for 
which he would be held responsible unless 
he had a voice in their formation. It 
would, therefore, seem to be an opportune 
time to begin a new administration. It 
would be particularly favorable for a 
new President to be chosen in time to 
have part in the preparation for and 
celebration of the Sesqui-Centennial of 
Franklin College and the Centennial of 
Marshall College to be observed in 1937. 
Whatever plans are contemplated for this 
anniversary should be in form to give 
character to and emphasize the signifi- 
eance of the service to be rendered in 
the future. 

“T want to give the Board of Trustees 
this favorable opportunity for the_selec- 
tion of a new President. In accord with 
this purpose I am now presenting to you 
my resignation as President of Franklin 
and Marshall College, to take effect at 
the end of this academic year, 1934-1935. 
In doing so I wish to record my deep ap- 
preciation of and gratitude for the very 
generous sympathy and support you have 
unfailingly given me in the performance 
of the duties of my office, and the warm 
encouragement and assistance from the 


‘faculty, students, alumni and friends of 


the college. Words are not adequate to 
express what I feel as I heartily thank 
you. I pray God’s richest blessing upon 
you and the work of Franklin and Mar- 
shall College, to which I dedicated my 
life and for which I rendered and will 
continue to give my best devotion and 
most faithful service. 
“Very sincerely, 


“(Signed) Henry Harbaugh Apple” 


A LETTER FROM MRS. WOLFE. OF 
BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 

On the walls of mv library hangs a pie- 

ture more striking than famous. It is a 

picture taken from the National Sunday 
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“A Pause in the Day’s Occupations” 


The wise minister, in arranging his hours, must place a 
pause in the day’s occupations for getting acquainted with his 


children—““The Children’s Hour’’. 


As they present their 


questions, and tell of their failures and successes in school or 
at play, he may well ask himself the question: ‘‘Have I done 
everything possible for their welfare in the years that are 


ahead ?”’ 


One or more suitable Life Insurance policies would be a 


practical answer to that question. 


Advice and encouragement 


in this matter will be gladly given by the 
PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS FUND 


(Interdenominational) 


1805 Walnut St., Phila, Pa. 


School Chart. It is the picture of the 
Christ seated upon the mountain side and 
seemingly had ealled them to bestow a 
blessing upon the children of the five orig- 
inal races He had created. The right arm 
of the Saviour is thrown around the 
white girl and Indian girl. The left arm 
around the brown girl, with the yellow 
boy leaning against the leg of the Master, 
looking steadfastly at the Master. The 
black boy is seated on the ground at the 
feet of the Master, gazing into the calm- 
ness of his Saviour’s face. He is at least 
a foot or more from the feet of Jesus, and 
the striking observation is that, while 
the other races are in direct touch with 
the Saviour, the black race is not permit- 
ted to touch the “hem of His garment.” 
It is solely the vision of the artist, but 
who would doubt for a moment that it 
was God’s ordination. On the picture the 
black race occupies the seat of humility 
and submission, and in truth he is occupy- 
ing that in our civilization, the most 
humiliating place, because of his previous 
condition of servitude. There is, how- 
ever, one of the outstanding features and 
disposition of the black race that is pleas- 
ing to his God and Master. “Love your 
enemies.” “Do good to those that dispite- 
fully use you.” “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” “Forgive those who 
trespass against you”—these are all em- 
blems of real Christianity. The Negro 
comes very close to this margin. We live 
among those who held us slaves for 250 
years, and yet we carry no rancor in our 
hearts against them. The prejudice is 
not ours; we only feel that we should 
have a chance to earn an honest living. 
They served a Thanksgiving dinner to 
the poor class of white children here at 
the Community Home. This is a fine 
spirit and should be carried out. But 
where were the poor class of colored chil- 
dren that morning? They were on the 
streets begging. They are dirty, hungry 
and ragged, with no thought of the 
Thanksgiving Day, so far as a dinner, or 


_the personal touch of a real friend is 


concerned. Christmas Day carries the 
same condition. These humble children 
eannot look forward to a dinner, a tree 
or presents; such pre-arrangements are 
made only for the poor elass of -white 
children. These black children are the 
“gnknown quantity”, the “forgotten man” 
jin the civie organization. This letter 
comes, therefore, as an appeal for them 
for this sacred holiday that means so 
much to the world. 

Last year we fed 127. There will be a 
greater number of needy ones this year. 
There are so many colored families that 
have left the farms because of crop fail- 
ures and have come to town to find some- 
thing to do. This adds to the jobless 
homes of the ever-increasing number of 
little children. We appreciate your past 
favors and ask you to come to our relief 
again. The depression still lingers, with 


Matthew J. Hyndman, D.D., Pres. 


its merciless grasp. I wonder if children 
are not suffering most, and some may 
grow even to believe that there is no God. 
Men are growing in this belief. God for- 
bid that these little ones should catch 
that spirit! 

Send discarded toys, or new ones, to 
give to these needy ones. Clothing is al- 
ways accepted and needed. Send dona- 
tions for the dinner. We thank all who 
have contributed in the past and we ask 
for a repetition of this kindness. Thanks 
in advance. Please send all donations 
to the undersigned. 

Mrs. H. M. Wolfe, 


242 State Street, 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


“What the Census-taker Misses’ was 
the subject of the Y. W. C. A. weekly ad- 
dress at Cedar Crest College Dee. 5, by 
Rev. George A. Creitz, pastor of the First 
Church, Easton. The report of the census 
the year Christ was born probably seemed 
highly gratifying to Augustus, Rev. Mr. 
Creitz thought. Probably this is what 
Caesar Augustus said to himself: “I am 
glad to see that Rome, with its 700,000 
is ahead of Athens with 600,000. Jerusa- 
lem with its 425,000 is doing nicely.” This 
tone is that of the census-taker; and it 
pervades all our American language. When 
we say that all the ‘best people’ were 


present at a social function, it means 
that about 2% of the best people were 


there and the other 98% were members of 
the ‘four hundred.’ 

“Caesar Augustus did. not note what 
happened in the small town of Bethlehem; 
its population was included in the larger 
province of Judea. But the Bible history 
has left us a more enduring record. Joseph 
and Mary, the parents of Jesus; James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, and the 
other apostles, are not the types noticed 
by the man who wants his city to grow 
“bigger.” Why has Los Angeles, which 
James Truslow Adams shows us is larger 
in population than any single colony in 
America before 1776, left us only a few 
transient ‘stars’, who are soon. forgotten, 
whereas the Colonies gave us a whole 
galaxy?” 

He showed how the American mind is 
liable to confuse quality with quantity. 
We should remember, said Rev. Mr. Creitz, 
that Russia with its great population is 
far behind small countries like Esthonia, 
Holland, Switzerland, and Finland, eco- 
nomically, spiritually, and in the char- 
acter of its citizens. The matter of qual- 
ity was forgotten by the census-taker in 
Bethlehem; but it must not be forgotten 
by the Christian at Christmas season. 
It is the charaéter of Americans upon 
which the strength of the land depends, 
not the size of its population. “But,” the 
speaker concluded, “That is all beyond 
the mind of the census-taker.” 
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“Tf you would be wealthy, think of sav- 


ing as well as of getting..”—Franklin. 

Mr. Bridehill: “This is the last razor 
blade that I have, and it won’t cut a 
whisker.” 


His Wife: “That’s strange. It worked 
fine today when I shaved the down and 
pin-feathers off the chickens instead of 
singeing them.” 


“Help me, O God! my boat is so small, 
and Thy ocean is so wide.” 
—Prayer of the Breton Mariners 


“Beware of little expenses; a small leak 
will sink a great ship.”—Franklin. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE FULNESS OF THE TIME 


Text, Galatians 4:4, “But when the ful- 
ness of the time came, God sent forth His 
Son.” 


God is infinitely and absolutely good. 
He does all things wisely and well, and 
makes no mistakes. He does everything 
at the right time. St. Paul therefore 
rightly asserts that “when the fulness of 
the time came, God sent forth His Son.” 

The birth of Christ was no accident, 
not even an incident, but was the fulfill- 
ment of many promises and prophecies 
running through the whole Old Testament. 
It took place at the right time and at 
the best time in the world’s history. 

As we examine the condition of the 
world at the time of Christ’s birth we 
find that the fulness of the time had come 
in not only one respect but in many re- 
spects, and very likely in all respects, for 
His coming. To use a verse from one of 
the poets we may say, the birth of Christ 
was “the one far-off divine event toward 
which the whole creation moved.” It was 
an event which could only take place when 
all things were ready. And when they 
were ready He came. 

Christ was born in the most remarkable 
period of the world’s history so far as 
world-empire is concerned. The Roman 
government had spread over the whole 
known world around the Mediterranean 
Sea, and had bound together into one 
great empire all the nations of the world 
so that it was known as a world-empire. 
In one of the smaller provinces of this 
great empire, in Bethlehem of Judaea, 
Christ was born more than nineteen cen- 
turies ago. 

Roman roads were built all over the 
empire and Roman ships went to all ports 
of the known world, so that the armies 
might be most readily mobilized and the 
commerce carried on. This helped to pre- 
pare the way for the messengers of Christ 
who were to carry His gospel to the whole 
world and to make disciples of all the 
nations. 

Another great preparation for the spread 
of the gospel of Christ and the preaching 
of glad tidings to the whole world was 
the development of the Greek language, 
in which the New Testament books were 
written, and which was more extensively 
spoken and understood than any other 
language. The Greek used in writing the 
books of the New Testament was the 
Greek spoken at the time by the common 
people. : 

It took a long time for the Greek lan- 
guage to become the most perfect language 
the world then knew, and to be the beau- 


tiful vessel in which the gospel of Christ 
was carried to the world. But when Christ 
was born the language was ready to be 
used by Him and His disciples. 

There was universal need for the com- 
ing of the Christ. The world was never 
in greater need of a Saviour than at the 
time when Christ was born. The gentiles 
were passing through a period of spiritual 
darkness which their religions could not 
enlighten and relieve. The condition of 
the heathen world was deplorable, and 
their religions and their philosophies were 
powerless to help them. Into this dark- 
ness shone the star which guided the wise 
men of the orient to the feet of the Christ 
Child, and they were the first among the 
heathen nations to do Him homage and to 
bring Him gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 


There was also universal expectation. A 
great unrest seemed to be abroad in the 
world. The nations were not satisfied 
with what they had, but were longing for 
something better. This is probably best 
exemplified by the wise men to whom I 
referred above. For a long time they 
had been studying the heavens in the 
hope that they might find signs of some- 
thing better. At last their efforts were 
rewarded. They saw a strange star which 
they believed had unusual significance. 
They were so strongly possessed by this 
idea that they left everything else and 
followed the star until it led them to 
the feet of the Christ, and there they 
found what they longed for as they wor- 
shipped and adored Him. 


There was another circumstance which 
helped to contribute to the fulness of the 
time for the birth of Christ. The Jewish 
people were scattered over the whole 
known world, and wherever they went 
they carried with them the prophecies of 
the Old Testament concerning the coming 
Messiah and the hope which they cher- 
ished concerning His advent. Wherever 
they went they influenced the gentiles 
with their teachings and their hope of 
the coming Saviour became contagious. 

It was doubtless in this way that the 
wise men first learned of the King who 
was to be born and aroused in them the 
desire to find Him and to worship Him. 
From all classes of society, including 
kings and queens, were drawn those who 
looked and waited for the coming of the 
King. These proselytes to the Jewish 
faith and other friends of Israel became 
the fertile soil which helped the seed of 
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the gospel of Christ to spread so rapidly 
during the first century of Christianity. 

Another significant fact which made 
the world ready for the coming® of the 
Prince of Peace was the fact that there 
was universal peace in the world at the 
time of His birth. The gates of the tem- 
ple of Janus, the god of war, which were 
always open when warfare was going on 
in any part of the Roman empire, were 
closed when Christ was born, showing 
that there was a state of peace in the 
empire. Some one has beautifully said, 
“The temple of Janus closed its doors 
that the Chureh of Jesus might throw 
open its gates.” 

We thus see that the fulness of the time 
for the birth of the Christ had come in 
many ways. To this preparation three 
great nations contributed. The Roman 
nation presented a universal empire with 
its laws and roads and commerce. The 
Greek nation contributed its perfect lan- 
guage and its civilization. And the He- 
brew nation contributed the prophecies 
and hopes of the coming Messiah and their 
strong faith in the one true God, who 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. 

The greatest need of the world today is 
a rebirth of the Christ in the hearts of 
men, All that is best in human civiliza- 
tion is due to the presence and power of 
His Spirit and Word. The collapse of 
civilization which occurred twenty years 
ago was due to the fact that too many 
persons and nations had abandoned the 
principles of the Christ and had built 
their house upon the sand and it fell. 

When men think themselves all-suffi- 
cient and try to put God in the back- 
ground or usher Him out of His world 
altogether they need to have their eyes 
opened to see their error. Many of the 
conditions which existed in the world when 
Christ was born prevail today. The ful- 
ness of the time has come when Christ 
should be weleomed to come to His own. 
There is universal unrest, universal need, 
and universal expectation, and Christ is 
ready to remake the world by remaking 
the people who are in the world. 

The only hope for the world lies in the 
building up of a new civilization, built 
upon the eternal Rock and not upon sand, 
which is the only kind of a civilization 
which shall endure. May this Christmas 
mark a more general reception of the 
Christ by the men, women and children 
of the world. That will mean a blessed 
Christmas. 


“Tm a self-made man,’ boasted a cer- 
tain business man in the presence of his 
small son. 

“That’s one thing I like about you, 
dad,” said the boy; “you are always will- 
ing to take the blame for everything.” — 


“Every noble life leaves the fibre of it. 
interwoven. forever in the work of the 
world.”—Ruskin. 


Verses to Memorize 


By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


SMILE! 


Cheerup! Don’t mope! 
To work and serve is good; 
Don’t succumb to gloom, 

Smile and change your mood. 


DECEMBER 13, 1934 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family’ 
—Froebel 


TEACH CHILDREN TO LOVE THE 
BEAUTIFUL 


Lillie M. Saunders 


All children should be taught the 
love of good music, good literature and 
flowers. Be the home “ever so hum- 
ble’, there is no excuse for not mak- 
ing it attractive with growing plants, 
books and magazines, and music in 
some form. 

There is little that is more enjoy- 
able and beneficial in the home than 
music. A busy mother will not al- 
ways have time to play for her chil- 
dren on a musical instrument and the 
radio program, even if available, will 
often be inappropriate, but most moth- 
ers can sing with the little ones and 
teach them songs that they will love. 
Even very young children quickly learn 
to distinguish one song from another 
and show their preference and appreci- 
ation. If a mother forms the habit of 
singing as she works, she will find that 
her many tasks will be performed more 
easily and quickly. She will be more 
relaxed and will not tire so soon and, 
oh, how the children love a singing, 
smiling mother! 

Books and magazines should very 
early be placed in the wee ones’ hands, 
but under kindly watchfulness at first. 
Children must be taught how to use 
books and shown that they give the 
most pleasure when treated with gen- 
tle consideration. 

Growing plants do much to make 
the home attractive. Allow the little 
ones to have some of their very own 
both indoors and out, if possible, and 
watch their pride and pleasure in car- 
ing for them. Small cans may be used 
for their indoor plants so that the 
busy little hands may carry them from 
one sunny spot to another. Even if a 
plant should in the end come to grief, 
reverence as well as a love for the beau- 
tiful is being learned and will not be 
destroyed. Talk to the boys and girls 
about the various flowers and plants 


—their habits and needs—speaking 
their names both common and _ bo- 
tanical. Take the children for walks 


whenever possible and teach them to 
observe beautiful cloud formations, 
sunshine, birds, trees, mosses, flowing 
waters and all other of God’s wondrous 
“works. Encouraging them to comment 
on objects of loveliness leads them to 
adventure farther and farther into the 
elusive realm of the beautiful. 

One way to help little children to 
become alert in observing the beauti- 
ful is to keep a small book dedicated 

to this purpose. At the bedtime hour 
you can say to Joan, ‘‘What did you 
see today that was beautiful?’ and 
the response may be, ‘“‘A little blue- 
bird, Mother.’’ ‘‘Where was it and 
what was it doing?” ‘First it was on 
the ground and had a string in its 
mouth. Then it flew to a tree. Why 
did it want the string, Mother?’ To 
the children, the knowledge that their 
discoveries are worthy of being record- 
ed, is an added spur to them to be 
observing and to give expression to 
their thoughts. And boys and girls 
who learn to love and to have rever- 


ence for all that is beautiful and good‘ 


will seldom deliberately go far wrong. 


“The growth of kindergarten chil- 
dren in self-reliance, in manual dex- 
terity, in appreciation of the value of 
co-operation has been evident wherever 
the kindergarten has been establishd.”’ 
—S. C. Capen, Chancellor, The Univer- 
sity of Buffalo, New York. 
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CHURCH 


Jones had oceasion to reprimand his 
wife. “I think,’ he said, “that you fib a 
little occasionally.” 

“Well, I think it is a wife’s duty,” she 
replied, 

Jones: “Wife’s duty?” 

“Yes,” she replied, “it is her duty to 
speak well of her husband sometimes.” 


ONLY A DIME 


I’m only a dime, 
Not much, I know; 
They’ll not let me in 
At a cinema show. 


Once I could buy 
A first-class cigar, 
But now a mere dime 
Will not carry you far. 


A long time ago 
I was held in esteem; 
But today I can’t buy 
A dish of ice cream. 


A shave or a haircut 
Was mine any time; 

You cannot do much 
Today with a dime. 


Peanuts and popeorn 

I bought by the bag; 
Today at a circus 

I’m nothing to brag. 


In many hotels 
I was good for a tip; 
Waiter now spurns me 
And curls up his lip. 


I’m only a dime, 
Not much in a lurch, 
But I play a big part 
In 


Many 
a 


Chureh! 
—By Grenville Kleiser 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Roland L. Rupp 


HELPS FOR WEEK OF DEC. 17-23, 1934 
Memory Text: Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among men in 
whom He is well pleased. Luke 2:14. 
Memory Hymn: “Holy Night, Peaceful 
Night” (182). 
Theme: The Christian Home. 


Monday: Birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:8-19 


All of us, old and young, adults and 
children, always greet the approach of the 
Christmas season with glad anticipation. 
Its warm fellowship and cheer enrich the 
heart for all the rest of the year. The 
poetry, the drama, the folklore and tradi- 
tion of the Christmas story constitute one 
of the most beautiful pages in all litera- 
ture. The birth of Jesus is widely hailed 
as the greatest event in the history of 
mankind. Certainly it is one of the most 
significant events of all time. Jesus has 
already changed the heart of the world. 
He will change it again, time upon time. 
His birth, each recurring year, in our own 
hearts is of great moment. Each one of 
us may achieve it. We need that experi- 
ence—just as the world needs it. 

Prayer: Christ of the ages, Jesus of 
Galilee, come into our hearts and lives 
this Christmas day. Come into the world, 
with all the fulness of Thy love, and give 
us the peace of Thy spirit. Amen, 


Tuesday: The Christian Home 
Ephesians 6:1-9 


The Christian home is a hallowed spot, 
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A Series of Eight Leath- 
erette Bound Gift Books 


Price, Each 25c 


Size of Books, 4 x 6 inches. 


The cover of each book bears a 
beautiful colored reproduction of 
some well-known subject of reli- 
gious art. 


No. 1. The Shepherds of the 
Bible Land. This booklet describes 
the interesting life of the Shep- 
herds of the Holy Land. 

No. 2. Come With Me To 
Bethlehem. This title takes one 
on a visit to Bethlehem at Christ- 
mas time. 

No. 3. Jesus In Prayer. The 
prayer life of Jesus teaches us 
what our prayer life shall be. 

No. 4. A Child’s Book of 
Prayers. A new collection of 
prayers for parents to teach their 
children. Morning and Evening 
prayers, Table prayers, and others. 

No. 5. Stories Jesus Told. The 
Parables of Christ in one volume 
with the beautiful Hofmann paint- 
ing of Christ reproduced in colors. 

No. 6. Words of Comfort. A 
selection of the most comforting 
and consoling Scripture passages. 


No. 7. Look To Jesus. Con- 
tains daily brief meditations and 
prayers for morning and evening 
for one month. 

No. 8. The Sermon On The 
Mount. As recorded in the Gos- 
pel according to St. Matthew, 
chapters five, six and seven. 
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a holy shrine. Blessed are those who es- 
tablish and maintain it. The real Chris- 
tian home is the epitome of the Kingdom 
of God. The Kingdom is nothing more or 
less than the establishment of the family 
attitudes and relationships in human sgo- 
ciety, God being the divine Parent. The 
love, the faith, the sympathy, the shar- 
ing practiced in the Kingdom are also 
practiced in the Christian home. The filial 
obedience and love, the Father’s love and 
sympathy and confidence as found in the 
Kingdom are also found in the Christian 
home. The home, therefore, should receive 
much more thought by Kingdom building 
forces than is now being given it. The 
home is assailed these days from all sides. 
An alert Chureh will certainly not permit 
the home to go down before the modern 
onslaughts of paganism. 

Prayer: Father Everlasting, Thou Who 
hast labored through the long centuries to 
impart Thy spirit unto men, give us in 
this day the intelligence to labor zealously 
to preserve intact what Thou hast erected 
with so much effort. Amen, 


Wednesday: Marriage Instituted 
Genesis 2:18:25 

Marriage is a divine institution. Like 
the home, this institution also suffers be- 
cause of the resurgence of paganism in 
our times. It seems that every institution 
is being attacked constantly to the degree 
to which that institution is essential to the 
welfare of the race. And as essential in- 
stitutions are being fiercely attacked, so 
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they must be effectively defended by those 
who believe in them. Marriage, the home, 
the duties of parents in our time, are eall- 
ing loudly for intelligent defenders. The 
home and family-wreckers are found in 
every community. Such dangerous imper- 
sonal forces should be driven out of hu- 
man society, and personal attackers 
should be converted. The sanctity of the 
marriage vows are basic to the building 
of the Christian home. Violation and com- 
promise are not the acts of the Christian. 

Prayer: Eternal God, inspire us to seek 
purity. Give us strength to conquer the 
lust which so often assails us. Make us 
strong in Thy spirit to live in obedience 
to Thy Will, Amen. 


Thursday: Duties of Parents to Children 
Psalm 78:1-8 

Just a few days ago the writer attend- 
ed a meeting where a panel discussion was 
carried on by six leaders of youth. They 
were, without exception, most severe in 
their judgment of multitudes of modern 
parents. These leaders of youth were firm 
in the conviction that most of our juvenile 
crime and sin is due to negligent, ignorant 
and indolent parents. In these days parents 
have duties—more than in any earlier 
period. They are responsible as no one 
else for the habits and character of their 
children. Providence has made them the 
most potent teachers of youth. They can 
get closer to their children than any one 
else. The parent has a natural advantage 
over all other teachers. Complete failure 
on their part is inexcusable. Example is 
the most nearly infallible teacher. The 
spirit of God is the infallible guide. 

Prayer: Our Father, Thou hast a re- 
demptive love for all Thy children. Give 
us a measure of that love so that all our 
relationships with children may be _ re- 
demptive also. Amen, 


Friday: Duties of Children to Parents 
Proverbs 1:7-19 

A home is a community. In this com- 
munity all its citizens have privileges, 
needs and responsibilities. This is no less 
true for the child than for the parent, 
no less for the youngest child than for 
the oldest. The time to begin to train 
these citizens is the earliest possible mo- 
ment, That moment comes exceedingly 
early in life. The training process is dif- 
ficult. It requires insight, knowledge, 
patience, grace, skill, tact, personality, 
finesse. To teach the child its needs and 
responsibilities, its opportunities and 
duties, requires time. The process of train- 
ing must always be in effect. The actual 
training is mostly indirect and informal. 
It is done by teaching that child life and 
living, sharing and serving, sympathy and 
helpfulness. The child must be inspired 
to discover its own duties. Those dis- 
coveries must come from its own mental 
and emotional life, 


Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we face 
the task of child training or rearing, help 
us to think constantly of Thee and our- 
selves. Thou art our Father, we are Thy 
children. May that relationship be our 
guide and inspiration. Amen. 


Saturday: Husbands and Wives 
Ephesians 5:22-33 

This relationship is closer than any 
other, more intimate than that of parent 
and child. Paul strikes the keynote of 
this relationship when he writes: “Hus- 
bands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the Church, and gave Himself 
up for it.” One may at times smile at 
Paul as he speaks in that first century 
concerning the status of womanhood and 
the problems of marriage. But not when 
he urges Christlike love as the determin- 
ing bond and the guiding spirit. This re- 
lationship is spiritual, highly spiritual. 
Constantly both husband and wife must be 
aware that their relationship is in need 
of sublimation. A home is built upon the 
character of this relationship. So is the 
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THE PASTOR SAYS: 
By John Andrew Holmes 


The brave man takes his matri- 
mony on the chin. 


family. The graces developed here govern 
both as they participate in the affairs of 
society. God, purity, unselfishness, love, 
loyalty—these should govern this union. 

Prayer: O God, pour Thy spirit into our 
homes and upon our families. Guide us 
in our effort to make our homes Christian. 
And may the grace of Jesus mark our ef- 
forts. Amen, 


Sunday: The Bible in the Home 
Deuteronomy 4:9-14 


The Bible is a book for every home. 
But it is doubtful whether a closed Bible 
is of any avail. Certainly the Bible is 
not a fetish, nor a totem, nor a charm. 
Sometimes I am tempted to think that no 
Bible is better than a closed one. To have 
at hand such a treasure, and yet have 
every member of the family so hardened, 
so calloused, or so indolent that none will 
take the trouble to explore it and make 
the treasure one’s own—is certainly to 
have a situation in a home which is very 
dangerous. Such an indifference is debili- 
tating. Such a stupidity is degrading. To 
look upon the Bible as a record only of 
our marriage and the date of birth and 
baptism of our children, or as a means 
to preserve with some degree the petals 
of a rose of one’s bridal bouquet—is cer- 
tainly to do dishonor to a great book, if 
it is not an insult to our God and to 
the humanity that has given us birth. 

Prayer: Draw nigh unto us, O Father, 
and may Thy presence arouse us to a 
holy desire to know Thee better. To know 
Thee—to know Thee personally and in- 
timately, is our greatest privilege. Amen. 
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Across— 

. Sharp narrow spades. 
. Pertaining to punishment. 
. To join together. 

. Assigned to a definite time. 
. Winter conveyances. 
Down—Same as across. 
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—A. M. 8. 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


At the bottom of the Puzzle Box in the - 


Home and Young Folks department of our 
“Reformed Chureh Messenger’, are 8 ini- 
tials—A. M. 8., and they stand for none 
other than our Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt, 
assistant to Editor Paul S. Leinbach. Dr. 
Schmidt is a son of our Emanuel Church, 
Hanover, Pa., where my father served for 
many years, and so I have known and 
have been justly proud of “A. M. 8.” for 
a long, long time. Dr. Schmidt is inter- 


A New Publication 


THAT SHOULD BE OF PAR- 

TICULAR INTEREST AND COR- 

DIALLY RECEIVED BY ALL 

MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 
IS THE BOOK 


TWO IN PATCHES 
By Blanche Rebecca {More 


The daughter of the late 
REV. WILSON F. MORE, D.D. 


who was for years the Superin- 
tendent of Bethany Orphans’ 
Home 


TWO IN PATCHES 
By Blanche Rebecca. More 


The two are Bab and her ador- 
ed brother Bill; Patches is the 
very red car, part Chevy, part any- 
thing Bill could get together to 
make a whole that would carry 
them out of trouble. The adven- 
tures that befall the three are 
sometimes merry, sometimes up- 
setting, but never dull. Join the 
party and meet the sociable folks 
with whom Bab gets acquainted 
along the way. There is small 
Ga-Gu, whom she pulls out of the 
fish-pond; the delightful Mr. Au- 
gustus whom she takes for a bur- 
glar; old Pappy and the Flora- 
Cora-Dora girls and Dave and his 
quadrille-riding Fernie. Things 
just have a way of happening to 
Bab, but even Bill breaks his cus- 
tomary silence to declare that she 
is ‘‘a help to have around.” Tilus- 
trated in color and black and 
white by Hattie Longstreet Price. 
Price, $2.00, postpaid. 
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ested in music and has composed the 
words of hymns. Look for numbers 275, 
477, 583 and 597 in our Reformed Church 
Hymnal, and read on one of the first 
pages, that he was secretary of the New 
Hymnal Committee. And what do you 
suppose he has done for us? Mailed me a 
packet of used Christmas cards, and today 
he sent word that I should be on the look- 
out for a lot of Christmas folders, as to 
which “perhaps many fingers can be found 
to get them ready to send to the Orient.” 
He then adds these generous words: “I 
will gladly pay the foreign postage, if 
you let me know the cost.” So here’s to 
you, who are preparing used Christmas 
ecards to send AT ONCE to the Orient or 
to Baghdad, and who, like: our Puzzle 
Box-er, send surprises to me, and offer 
to pay all the cost of mailing them to 
friends across the sea, 


MY ATTITUDE, AS A CHRISTIAN 
STEWARD, TO THE TREND OF 
THE TIMES + 


1934 Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest. 
Group D—Third Prize, Miss Alice R. Hoff- 
man, Hagerstown, Maryland 

The spirit of true Christian Stewardship 
understands life in all of its infinite eom- 
plexities. It has a native capacity for 
comprehending universal humanity. Noth- 
ing that is human is foreign to the Chris- — 
tian Steward. Everything that interests 
man is of interest to him, and it is his 
desire to approach things in an open- 
minded, unprejudiced way, in a spirit of 
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THE PASTOR THINKS 


One good way for preachers to im- 
prove their sermons is to burn their 
old ones. ( 


—Now and Then. 


curiosity, of complaisant query, of ready 
apprehension, and sympathetic understand- 
ing. I have striven to keep my attitude, 
as a Christian Steward, to the trend of 
the times true to the ideals of real Chris- 
tian Stewardship. 


Paramount in the minds of all people 
today is the question—war or peace? It 
would be superfluous to say which is the 
desire of the sensible man. On the one 
side we have everything to lose, and on 
the other, the fulfillment of the Christian 
religion. If all the professing Christians 
in the world were Christians, there would 
-be no war. If the precepts of Jesus were 
obeyed, it is obvious enough that, if Chris- 
tians were Christians, they would not 
fight. Allegiance to a Master who taught 
and nurtured the heroic injunction, Resist 
not evil, implicates and necessitates a 
refusal to draw the sword to kill a fellow- 
man. Brass bands and flags and uniforms 
are all very dazzling in their fine array, 
but these soon fade into infinitesimal in- 
significance beside the ultimate horrors— 
wholesale slaughter, waste, and devasta- 
tion—wreaked by that awful machine for 
which they cheer. The ery for “prepared- 
ness” and “national defense” down the 
years has meant little else than instiga- 
tion for war by implanting into the minds 
of the people fear for the future. But 
today “our unthinking public” is doing a 
surprising thing in that it is thinking! 
It is evident that the thoughts of the ma- 
jority are not for war. The trouble, how- 
ever, is that many fear to commit them- 
selves. If these would only realize that 
there is a decided need for expression re- 
garding individual feelings on this mat- 
ter. Whether or not the disarmament con- 
ferences and the Geneva Council accom- 
plish anything in the way of world peace 
depends upon our attitude and encourage- 
ment. Is there any question as to our 
sympathies? 

Of equal importance in our national life 
today is the liquor problem. There can be 
no doubt how the nation stands on this 
question. The strong feeling against pro- 
hibition was evidenced a few months ago, 
when the repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment was consummated. Although it 
would seem that the matter has been defi- 
nitely settled, sentiment is yet rife, and 
those who fought so against repeal are 
biding their time. I think that a grave 
mistake has been made, Prohibition, as 
originally intended, was meant for the 
welfare of the nation. One has to admit 
that certain aspects of this law were not 
carried out in true form and that it did 
not accomplish in full the goal for which 
it was set. Granting all this, I still feel 
that it was not justifiable to tear down 
anything that was working for the com- 
mon good. The argument of contenders is 
that as individually used alcoholic bever- 
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ages are not harmful. But, whether man 
likes it or not, he cannot live unto him- 
self alone. He must live with other people 
as a member of society, and “it is of first 
importance that he should subordinate his 
will to the will of the common whole, for 
no society can endure upon the basis of 
the law of the single man.” If we arro- 
gate to ourselves some special privilege 
on the plea of individual interest, it is 
almost certain that we are doing some- 
thing that is wrong. It is, therefore, not 
a question of personal reaction, whether 
we have strength of will and control of 
ourselves or not; it is, rather, the effect 
our actions will have on others, the influ- 
ence, unconscious perhaps, we exert on our 
neighbors. Total abstinence is the only 
real way to be sure that we are not deny- 
ing the principles of our social responsi- 
bility and the ideals of our Christian Stew- 
ardship. We should do all in our power 
to help and not corrupt humanity. 

A popular practice of the day is to have 
Sunday sports. This factor in contempor- 
ary life is a sore point. It is sad but all 
too true that the observance of Sunday has 
seemingly lost its original intent. Men 
seem to have forgotten why we have Sun- 
day at all. Perhaps they don’t remember 
that this seventh day of the week was set 
aside by God as the Sabbath, which was 
to be kept holy as His Day, and on which 
man was to refrain from work. It is pure 
sacrilege, then, to profane this holy day 
and make it more or less a holiday. It is 
claimed that sports are of recreational 
value, and recreation is in itself rest. By 
this-cyele it is thought to interpret sports 
as being perfectly in accord with the day. 
This only serves to make the more ob- 
vious a guilty feeling somewhere. The 
time element can no longer be used as an 
excuse, since shorter working hours have 
been established. I believe that if the 
Christian’s religion means anything to 
him, he will observe Sunday as a holy day 
and endeavor to keep it free of secular, 
week-day things. 


Another problem of today and a subject 
that is of much prominence is boy and girl 
relationships. Young people everywhere 
are vitally concerned with this topic, and 
it is perhaps the most serious thing that 
affects their lives. The main trouble to- 
day is that our youth is not taught the 
truths, If the subject of love and its 
sexual meaning were treated sensibly in 
an open-minded way, the young people 
would be much wiser and happier. Normal 
growth of girls and boys demands that 
they have the companionship of the op- 
posite sex. And what more wholesome 
and inspiring influence can come into the 
lives of our young people than friendships 
with each other? The idea of asceticism— 
repression of sex instinect—is all wrong. 
It kills life by attempting to save it. On 
the other hand, promiscuity recognizes no 
standards. It is the existence of standards 
that differentiates the life of humans from 
that of animals. I repeat, if young people 
were taught the full significance of love 
and sex and their responsibilities as mem- 
bers of civilized society, there would be 
much less freedom in their social relation- 
ships. Young women and men would then 
understand that sex relation is a sacra- 
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ment, a thing holy, to be guarded by 
standards of honor and lifted to high 
levels of vision and dedication, as mar- 
riage, and not a trivial experience, to be 
used promiscuously and flippantly. 

Is the world getting better or worse? 
Let the Christian Steward answer that. 
Will he see the ultimate triumph of his 
ideals, those ideals which he professes and 
believes lie in the mind of God; or will 
he not? I believe that today we have re- 
discovered the true values of life and that 
with clear eyes and minds and hearts we 
ean confront and solve the vital problems 
of our day. 


sss 


A LETTER FROM CHINA 
(Continued from Page 2) 


use of daily prayer topics applying to our 
whole district and the interchange in 
Chinese leaders are helping to build up 
a real Church of Christ in China con- 
sciousness in our West Hunan area. And 
in a land where there are already too 
many divisions and parties and so much 
outside opposition to the Church anyhow 
—a really united Church would be a strong 
witness to the power and love of God in 
the human heart. The District Association 
honored me by electing me as the chair- 
man for the current year. 


Mrs. Snyder has continued as the Mis- 
sion representative on the faculty in the 
Chenteh Girls’ School. With the term only 
two weeks old there are 30 in the Junior 
High School (1st and 2nd years) and about 
as many students in the whole school as 
were in the three schools conducted by 
Chenteh before 1926. Mr. G. T. Yang is 
the new Chinese principal this year. He 
is a graduate of Huping College, class of 
1925, Five other new teachers are on the 
staff in addition to Miss Helen Brown, 
the new missionary sent out by the Girls’ 
Guild of the W. M. 8. to help with the 
Chenteh work. The Primary School, com- 
prising the first six grades, is fully regis- 


tered with the government and steps are 
now being taken to register the Junior 
Middle School with the Government Pro- 
vincial Bureau of Education. There are 16 
Christian girls in the school, 21 small girls 
from Christian homes who will likely be- 
come Christians, and at least 10 others 
who can be classed as earnest inquirers. 
All but a very few of the girls study 
Bible as an elective. 

During Rev. Mr. Bucher’s furlough, Rev. 
Mr. Hilgeman has served as the Mission 
representative on the faculty of our East- 
view Boys’ School. Mr. S. Y. Giang has 
been the school principal since February, 
1931, and has gotten a good staff of teach- 
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ers together to work with him on the fae- 
ulty. This term there are already 100 stu- 


dents in the three elasses of the Junior 
Middle School and over 100 in the six 
lower grades comprising the Primary 
School. Both Junior Middle School and 
Primary School are fully registered with 
the Government Bureau of Edueation. 
That means that students will receive 
diplomas upon graduation that will be 


stamped properly by the respective Bu- 
reaus of Education; and such diplomas 
will entitle students to enter other schools 
of higher grade all over the land. Junior 
Middle School graduates have to take 
Provincial Education Bureau examina- 
tions and pass them successfully before 
they can have their diplomas stamped by 
the authorities. When once acquired’ such 
diplomas are of great value to the holders, 
as they are not only the means of assist- 
ing the student into a school of higher 
grade, but they are also the key to en- 
trance to many government positions, All 
our Eastview graduates took and passed 
these provincial examinations in July ex- 
cept one boy (the -leader of the class in 
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school), who had typhoid fever at the 
time. This boy will have a chance to take 
the examinations later on. In the school 
this year there are 8 Christian boys and 
some 20 others from Christian homes. 
There are 55 studying Bible as an elective 
in the upper classes, while all the boys 
are studying Bible as an elective in the 
lower grades. 

Miss Zierdt has taken the leadership in 
our Shenchow medical work since the re- 
opening of the fall of 1929. During the 
first year she and Mrs. Hilgeman (our 
two missionary nurses here) did what they 
could on a small scale, using a room in 
a residence. The work kept gradually en- 
larging. Now Doctor Yao is the Chinese 
physician in charge. Besides our two mis- 
sionary ladies there are two Chinese nurses 
and six student nurses on the staff. The 
hospital always has a number of in- 
patients and on each day from 40 to 80 
people come to the clinie for treatments, 

Praying God’s blessing on each one of 
you and with kindest regards, I am, most 
sincerely yours, 

—George Randolph Snyder 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo, F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 23, 1934 


The Christian Home 
(Christmas Lesson) 
Luke 2:8-19 


Golden Text: Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, among men in 
whom he is well pleased. Luke 2:14. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Home of Christ. 
2. The Christian Home. 

This is our Christmas lesson. Today we 
go to Bethlehem in Judea to worship the 
Saviour of the world. We find Him as 
a babe, lying in a manger. Not as a 
King, clad in purple, with scepter and 
crown, but as a little child, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. Great, indeed, is the 
mystery of the incarnation of the Infi- 
nite God in Mary’s son; and great, the 
mystery of godliness that can apprehend 
and believe it. Only those who have the 
Spirit of Christ can see the transcendent 
glory of God in this little child. Only the 
child-hearted can understand the angelic 
anthem, and share the shepherd’s faith. 
To all others, this holiest of days is only 
a holiday. 


Our special topic for this day is, The 
Christian Home. Instead of merely re- 
hearsing the familiar story of the birth of 
Christ, we are to think of His significance 
for the home. There is the perennial 
source of life. In our homes the founda- 
tion is laid for the entire social struc- 
ture, for Church and State, business and 
politics. And in that sphere the redeem- 
ing power of Christ must manifest itself; 
first of all, there His Spirit must reign 
and His Kingdom come, if He is to save 
mankind. 


No more significant and suitable topic, 
therefore, could have been chosen for our 
study on this Sunday, while we stand on 
the threshold of Christmas. All our 
thoughts are centered upon the home, for 
Christmas is dedicated and consecrated to 
childhood. All of its tender memories and 
unselfish ministries of love cluster about 
the fireside. May it be a day radiant 
with love for all who read these notes. 
But the deepest joy and peace are in the 
home where Christ abides. The trappings 
of Christmas—trees, candles, gifts, beau- 
tiful though they are, lose their glamor. 


But thé Spirit of Christ in parents and 
children makes every day a Christmas 
day. 

I. The Home of Christ. Our authentic 
knowledge of the early life of Jesus is 
very scant. We have the story of His 
lowly birth in a stable, the infancy nar- 
ratives recorded by Matthew and Luke, 
and the episode in the temple; when Jesus 
was twelve years old. That is all we 
know of the thirty years of His private 
life. Silence and obscurity veil the rest 
of it. 

The apocryphal gospels fill the early 
years of Jesus with scenes of wonder, but 
these pious legends merely portray the 
incredible blindness of men to the real 
glory and power of Jesus. The chaste 
silence of the biblical record is far more 
impressive and instructive than the leg- 
endary tales woven by the Christmas 
imagination. They picture the boy of 
Nazareth as a prodigy. The gospel narra- 
tive, on the contrary, fully confirms our 
conviction that, in respect to His human- 
ity, Jesus was like us. He was truly and 
normally human. “He advanced in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men” (Luke 2:52). Growth was the 
law of His life, and His growth, like 
ours, was determined, in large measure by 
His early environment. 

Thus, indirectly, we may venture to re- 
construct the environment into which 
Jesus was born, and out of whose seclu- 
sion He emerged at the age of thirty, to 
begin His redemptive ministry. There 
were three major factors that dominated 
the training and teaching of Jesus, viz., 
the home, the temple, and the town. 


By far the most important factor in 
the training of a child is the home. When 
Christ was born, the Roman home was in 
a deplorable state. It had lost its earlier 
purity and power, when matrons like Cor- 
nelia, the mother of Gracchi, were the 
pillars of the State. It was decadent. 
Out of it came men and women whose 
lack of cliaracter presaged the fall of the 
mighty empire. It was decaying from 
within. 

But Jesus was born into a Jewish home. 
And the Jewish conception of home, in 
all its relations and obligations, was singu- 
larly lofty and pure. Outwardly doubt- 
less, the home of Jesus in Nazareth was 
very humble, though there is no good rea- 
son to suppose that it was the abode of 
abject poverty. But in one respect this 
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humble home was rich and exalted. Its 
riches were human; a wife and mother, 
who, as such, was held in high honor in 
Jewish life, and a devoted, chivalrous 
husband. What little we know of Mary 
and Joseph makes it altogether certain 
that love reigned supreme in their home, 
making it fit for the growth and develop- 
ment of all that -was latent and potential 
in the babe of Bethlehem. 

Mary was the center of that home. The 
Catholic Church pays her divine homage. 
Brush and pen have idealized her as the 
Madonna. We do not worship Mary, but 
we must recognize the mother of Jesus 
as a woman of exceptional purity of heart 
and life. We can understand the Spirit, 
at least, of the grateful Ave Marias sung 
in her honor, when we remember that it 
was she who bore Jesus, and who mould- 
ed His character during the most plastic 
years of His life. 

Mary must have been one of the choie- 
est souls in that small circle of Jews 
who nourished a deeply spiritual religion 
at a time when dead formalism prevailed. 
That she knew her Bible well is seen in 
the fact that she couched her jubilant 
song in the language of the Old Testa- 
ment (Luke 1:46-55). She delighted in 
the services of the temple (Luke 2:22, 41). 
There are repeated references to her 
thoughtful, contemplative spirit (Luke 2: 
19, 51). Clearly, Mary was deeply and 
sincerely spiritual. Her interest in life 
centered in religion. 

Joseph was a righteous man, obedient 
to the will of God, as it was made known 
to him (Matthew 1:19, 24; 2:14, 21-22), 
He had implicit trust in Mary, and the 
most tender regard for her (Matthew 1: 
19-21). He seems to have taught Jesus 
his own trade, thus fitting Him for self- 
support (Mark 6:3). There is good rea- 
son to suppose that Joseph died long be- 
fore Jesus began His publie career. The 
Master never speaks directly of His earth- 
ly father, but the fatherhood which He 
had known in Nazareth must have been 
rich in love and wisdom. It prepared 
Him for His experience of the fatherliness 
of God, and for His undimmed faith in 
it. 

Besides Joseph and Mary, the home- 
circle comprised four brothers of Jesus, 
and at least two ssters, all younger than 
He (Mark 6:3; Luke 2:7; Matthew 1:25). 
Our Lord’s deep and tender appreciation 
of childhood had its natural basis in His 
own happy infaney and youth. It throws 
a gracious light upon this little flock of 
children in a pious Jewish home, presided 
over by godly parents. 

Thus, we may safely conclude that Jesus 
grew up in a home that was poor, but 
singularly pure and noble in spirit. The 
soil was suited to the seed that was cast 
into it. Stimulated and guided by parent- 


al piety and domestic affection, the soul — 


of Jesus gradually achieved its maturity. 

Then, at the age of twelve, we find 
Jesus in the temple, accompanied by His 
parents, to become “a son of the law”. 
He showed a keen delight in this solemn 
service, and manifested a remarkable 
knowledge of the law. 

The incident throws a revealing light on 
the intimate relation of Jesus’ godfearing 
home to the temple. His religious train- 
ing and teaching were not confined to the 
home. 
struction given in the synagogue, and the 
worship of .God in His holy temple. From 
the age of six, Jesus had been taught the 
Scriptures. He knew the sacred history 


of His people, Israel’s great past and 
God’s glorious promises for the future. 
Thus. home and Chureh were linked to- 


gether in the religious training of Jesus. (i= Aca 


And then, there was the town of Naza- 


reth, where Jesus played as a boy, and 
It was in that beauti- 
ful hilltown, with all its human and mate- 
rial factors, that the Master acquired the 


worked as a man. 


deep insight into nature which appears in 
all His teachings. He knew more thai 
the laws of nature. He discerned its s 


Their primary source was the in- 
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itual meaning. It spoke to Him of the 
infinite wisdom and goodness of God, of 
His tender care for the least of His crea- 
tures. 

He was also a master in His knowledge 
of human nature. That book is still more 
difficult to decipher than the book of na- 
ture. To most men it remains sealed. 
But Jesus had the key to its mysteries. 
He knew the heart of man in its heights 
and depths, its hopes and despairs. And 
this profound and sympathetic insight also 
had its roots in His life in rural Nazareth, 
nestling quietly among the Galilean hills. 
It was fostered and developed by His in- 
timate contact with neighbors and friends. 
It came to its rich perfection in His 
friendly ministry of help and healing, so 
unlike John’s, who was a desert-preacher. 

Il. The Christian Home. Does the home 
that harbored Jesus throw any light on 
the Christian home of today? That is the 
question we are to ponder, as we cele- 
brate the birthday of the babe of Bethle- 
hem. 

Men agree that all is not well with the 
modern home. If it is in grave danger of 
decay, what can we do to restore its 
strength and stability? Money, certainly, 
is powerless to guard the home and pro- 
tect it from danger. Education and legis- 
lation, by themselves, can do but little. 

One may argue that our world and its 
problems are so different from the times 
of Jesus, that a study of His life does 
not profit us much. But, after all, the 
ever-changing circumstances of human cul- 
ture and civilization do not materially af- 
feet the problems of the home. They may 
make their solution more difficult, but 
that is all. The foundation pillars of the 
home remain the same in all the ages. 

It is the spirit that makes a home, not 
things nor circumstances, <A palace. may 
be the mere shell of a home, where neither 
peace nor joy abides. A hut may be a 
true home for body and soul. And only 
the Spirit of Christ can make a home 
truly Christian, even the spirit of love 
which He kindles in men. That spirit, 
ultimately, must permeate and transform 
all of life, if the world is to be saved 
from its sin. Let us make our Christian 
homes the source and the citadel of its 
redemptive power. 

We know what love meant to Christ, 
and what it did in His life. Its essence 
was service and sacrifice, even unto death. 
A similar spirit is the true mark of a 
Christian home. 

Where parents and children live and 
labor together in that spirit, Christ abides. 
It imposes tremendous burdens and re- 
sponsibilities upon parents. It bestows 
costly gifts upon children. But all live 
together in kindly co-operation, not in 
selfish competition, sharing every burden 
and using the strength of each for the 
benefit and blessing of all. At Christ- 
mas-time no home quite escapes the gen- 
tle compulsion of that Christlike Spirit. 
But does His reign abide in our hearts? 


That spirit must be incarnate, first of 
all, in parents, even as it was in Mary 
and Joseph, who will teach and train their 
children by precept and example, even as 
Jesus was taught. Their sons and daugh- 
ters will know the Bible. They will love 
and honor the Church. Our methods may 
differ widely from those in Jesus’ home, 
but not our supreme aim and ambition 
for our children. That will still be to 
see them advance “in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men.” 


Such parents will also be deeply inter- 
ested in the environment of their chil- 
dren, rural or urban. Soon schools usurp 
the major part of their time. Chums and 
companions help to mould their ideals, 
and shape their characters. We live in 
communities that hold many perils for 
our children, and not a few parents are 
utterly indifferent and blind to them, un- 
til some domestic tragedy opens their 
eyes. 

Happily, the Church is extending its 
influence beyond the four walls of the 
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home. It is reaching out into the life of 
her children on week days as well as on 
Sundays, seeking to make them loyal fol- 
lowers of the Christ, whose birth we are 
about to celebrate. 

Well may we join in the angelie chant, 
ascribing “glory to God in the highest,” 
as we celebrate Christmas in our homes, 
for it is in the home that the transform- 
ing power of Christ has been felt most 
of all. There we may have a foregleam 
and a foretaste of the Kingdom of God. 
There our faith is confirmed that the Spir- 
it of Christ will extend His sway until 
all the world shall hasten to Bethlehem 
to worship Him as the Saviour of man- 
kind. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dee. 23: Why Did Jesus Come? John 
10:7-18. 

A study of the “I am comes” of Jesus 
furnishes a very rich and rewarding ex- 
ercise. On many occasions Jesus an- 
nounced the purpose of His coming. In 
His introductory sermon at Nazareth, He 
applied to Himself the words of the 
prophet—“The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because He hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent me to heal the broken hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” On an- 
other occasion He said: “I am come not 
to destroy, but to fulfill.” Again, “I am 
come that they might have life and have 
it more abundantly.” Again, “I am come 
to kindle a fire upon the earth.” “The 
son of man is come to seek and to save 


that which was lost.” “TI came not to eall 
UL viet sur u-year term. 
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Jesus showed that God was a Father in 
a different sense. He showed God’s heart— 
which was that of a loving Father. God 
is love—“God so loved the world.” He 
revealed not only God as a loving Father, 
but also the Father’s house. He gave men 
a glimpse into heaven, into the eternal. 
He Himself had come from that world and 
to it He was going again. It was the 
Father house of many mansions. He re- 
vealed the things of God, such as holiness 
and righteousness and goodness and truth 
and merey and forgiveness. 

2. Jesus came to redeem man. He came 
not to destroy, but to save men’s lives. 
The angels sang: “There is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour which is 
Christ the Lord.” We call Him our “dear 
Redeemer,” and such He is. He saves us 
from our sins. Now He did this quite as 
much through His inearnation as He did 
through His death. When He came into 
the world He entered humanity. A new 
life principle came into men, and as they 
appropriated that life by faith they were 
being saved. The death of Jesus was only 
the culmination of the giving of Himself 


The for the life of the world. He saves us by 
wag sHis life as well as by His death. He illus- 
Ttalv.trated His saving power in many ways. 


He had power over sickness and death. He 
healed the sick and raised the dead. He 
had power to forgive sins and He brought 
peace and comfort into men’s. hearts. He 
lifted men up on a new level of life. They 
felt their lives were changed by His pres- 
ence and power. This redeeming work still 
goes forward in His Church. The mission 
of the Chureh is to continue the work of 
Christ even to the end of time. 

3. Jesus came to show men the way of 
life. He said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life.’ He gave men a new sense 
of values. He was the light of life. Men 
had lost their way, they were groping in 
darkness and asked for the meaning of 
life. Jesus showed what life really was 
and is. How often He spoke of life! He 
said He Himself was the life. He was the 
bread of life, the water of life. He it 
was that sustained and nourished life. He 
taught men how to live the good life. 
And that life was not one of negation, 
but one of fulness and richness. He had 
come that men might have life and have it 
more abundantly. He came to bring joy 
and gladness and peace and eomfort into 
life. He showed them that life was more 
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This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
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post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

A Lancaster. Pa. 
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Lancaster, Pa. 
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Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
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inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
2ducation. Write for catalog. 
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the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
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than eating and drinking, more than hav- 
ing abundance of riches. Life consisted in 
doing God’s will and in seeking the King- 
dom of God. He taught men how to live 
like God’s children and how to get along 
with one another in the world. He showed 
them that this present life is not all of 
life, but that back of it all and pervad- 
ing it all, there is that which He called 
“eternal life,’ which is a quality of life 
and not mere everlasting existence. He 
taught them how they might enter or at- 
tain that good life. They were to have 
faith, they were to believe in Him and 
to follow after Him. So He taught them 
to pray, to worship, to love one another 
and to be true and good men. They were 
to deny themselves and bear their crosses 
daily, suffer as He suffered, and then they 
would eventually come to share His glory. 

If Christ had not come the world would 
indeed be a different world in which to 
live. He came to us as a babe in Bethle- 
hem, He lived as a boy in Nazareth, He 
went about doing good, preaching, teach- 
ing, healing. He touched life at every 
point and He made all things different. 
We count time from His coming. We 
write B. C. before Christ and A. D. in the 
year of our Lord. Thus His coming is 
the watershed of time, the great divide of 


history. 
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fratives recorded by Matthew and Luke, 
(and the episode in the temple; when Jesus 
was twelve years old. That is all we 
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|know of the thirty years of His private 


hte; 
of it. 

The apocryphal gospels fill the early 
years of Jesus with scenes of wonder, but 
these pious legends merely portray the 
incredible blindness of men to the real 
glory and power of Jesus. The chaste 
silence of the biblical record is far more 
impressive and instructive than the leg- 
endary tales woven by the Christmas 
imagination. They picture the boy of 
Nazareth as a prodigy. The gospel narra- 
tive, on the contrary, fully confirms our 
conviction that, in respect to His human- 
ity, Jesus was like us. He was truly and 
normally human. “He advanced in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men” (Luke 2:52). Growth was the 
law of His life, and His growth, like 
ours, was determined, in large measure by 
His early environment. 


The Mission Bands of Tohickon Classis 
held their Rally on Saturday, Nov. 24, at 
Trinity Chureh, Telford, Rev. G. W. 
Spotts, pastor, under the supervision of 
Mrs. Harold Hedrick, Mission Band Sec- 
retary for the Classis. The Rally was 
Japanese in atmosphere, having 211 chil- 
dren in attendance and 63 adults. Miss 
Laura M. Snyder, of Womelsdorf, enter- 
tained the children with stories. All the 
Mission Bands of the Classis were repre- 
sented and each Band gave some contri- 
bution to the program. After the meet- 
ing, refreshments were served by the 
hostess Church. 


Silence and obscurity veil the rest 


The Missionary Societies of Trinity 
Church, Timberville, Virginia Classis, 
held their Thank Offering service Sunday 
morning, Nov. 11, with Miss Carrie M. 
Kerschner, our Executive Secretary, as 
the speaker. Miss Kerschner also spoke 
in the evening at Emmanuel Church, Mt. 
Jackson, which was also a Thank Offer- 
ing service. 


Many used Christmas cards were mount- 
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ed by the G. M. G. of Zion Church, 
Womelsdorf, Pa., and sent to Miss Mary 
Myers, a nurse at the Hoy Memorial Hos- 
pital at Yochow, China. Miss Myers is 
well known to the Womelsdorf people, 
since she had served as a nurse at Beth- 
any Orphans’ Home while she was in 


America. 
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The Annual Thank Offering service of 
the W. M. 8. of First Reformed Church, 
Los Angeles, Rev. Edward F. Evemeyer, 
pastor, was*held Oct. 21 in the Church, | 
An address was given by Miss Laura 
Klees, the Thank Offering Secretary of 
the W. M. S., followed by a beautiful 
pageant, “My Altar of Thanksgiving”, 
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which was presented with lovely effect. 
Many of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Churches of the city were represented at 
this service. Miss Esther Sellemeyer, 
formerly a missionary teacher at Shen- 
chow, China, and her mother, now living 
in California, are active members of this 
Church. 


The Girls’ Missionary Guild of Denver, 
Pa., Lancaster Classis, celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of its organization by enter- 
taining in their Chureh the Classical 
Guild Institute on Saturday, Nov. 3, at an 
afternoon meeting and banquet. The fine 
co-operation of the Denver Boys’ and 
Girls’ Guilds in making this Institute the 
great success it was, shows that Guild 
activity has instilled into these boys and 
girls a love to work for their Church and 
their Classis. 


Interdenominational Work in China—Dr. 
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and Mrs. Paul Taylor are the representa- 
tives of our Church on the faculty of 
Central China College, Wuchang, which 
college is supported by various denomina- 
tions. Dr. Francis Wei is President of 
this college, and Dr. Taylor is the Dean. 
In this college, Miss Leah Traub, adopted 
daughter of Miss Alice Traub, is a sopho- 
more and is growing quite proficient in 
music, which course is directed by our 
Mrs. Taylor. Dr. Wei is a prominent Chris- 
tian educator and has been invited to de- 
liver some lectures in American colleges 
during the coming winter. On the out- 
skirts of Wuchang is located the Cen- 
tral China Union Theological Seminary. 
Here Rev. Paul Keller is our representa- 
tive on the faculty as a teacher of Prac- 
tical Theology, Old Testament and His- 
tory. Many of the Christian pastors of 
China are graduates of this Seminary. 
Surely these schools are helping to Chris- 
tianize China. 
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| NEWS OF THE WEEK 


A program which in some of its chief 
aspects resembles that of President Roose- 
velt’s New Deal was outlined Nov. 27 by 
Premier Pierre-Etienne Flandin at a din- 
ner of French merchants and manufactur- 
ers. He plans to balance production and 
consumption and enlarge external markets. 

A cotton control program limiting 1935 
planting to 75 per cent of the average for 
1928-32, or about 32,000,000 acres, in re- 
turn for rental and benefit payments of 
about $95,000,000 to landlords and ten- 
ants, has been announced by Secretary 
Wallace. 

Two new buildings added in the past 
year to the Georgia Warm Springs 
Foundation established several years ago 
by President Roosevelt for the treatment 
of sufferers from infantile paralysis were 
dedicated Thanksgiving Day as part of 
the annual celebration participated in by 
Mr. Roosevelt, the patients and the staff. 

Cash income of American farmers in 
Oct. from all sources was reported Nov. 
27 by the Bureau of Agricultural Eeonom- 
ics to have totaled $736,000,000, as com- 
pared with $620,000,000 in Ocet., 1933. 

More than 20 desperadoes of the South- 
west and the Midwest have been wiped 
out by the guns of Federal agents or 
police co-operating with the Federal men 
in the intensive drive against murderers, 
bank robbers and kidnappers which start- 
ed 18 months ago. The Government’s lat- 
est victim is George (Baby Face) Nelson, 
who was slain Noy. 28 at Chicago by two 
Federal agents, who also lost their lives. 

Dr. Daniel Salamanea was ousted from 
the Presidency of Bolivia Nov. 28 by a 
coup that is designed to prevent the in- 
auguration of the newly-elected President, 
Franz Tamayo, on March 5, for a 4-year 
term. 

Postmaster:iGeneral Farley’s “surplus” 
of $12,161,415.03 for the fiscal year 1934 
“exists only on paper, and actually there 
was a deficit of $52,003,295.62,” an analy- 
sis of the departmental figures on which 
Mr. Farley made his assertion revealed 
Nov. 28. Ocean and air mail subsidies and 
the cost of franked mail were left out by 
Mr. Farley. 

Federal construction of low-cost housing 
for underprivileged persons in a _ field 
where private capital has not been able 
to operate was decided Nov. 28 by the 
President as a definite administration 
policy. 

A 78-page memorandum formally charg- 
ing the Hungarian Government with com- 
plicity in the assassination of King Alex- 
ander at Marseilles last month was de- 
livered to the League of Nations Nov. 28 
by Yugoslavia. : 
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Another typhoon, the 4th that has rav- 
aged the area in the last 6 weeks, visited 
the Philippines Nov. 29. Winds 125 miles 
an hour were reported in Leyte, causing 
heavy damage and death toll; also Dee. 3 
three typhoons lashed the islands, causing 
the death of 400. 

General Lazaro Cardenas became the 
45th constitutional President of Mexico 
Nov. 30, at the age of 39. 50,000 cheering 
Mexicans saw the new executive take the 
oath of office for 6-year term. 

Injunction proceedings were begun at 
Buffalo Nov. 30 by the Federal Depart- 
ment of Justice against the Houde En- 
gineering Corporation of Buffalo, starting 
the first court test of the collective labor 
bargaining provisions of the National In- 
dustrial Recovery Act. 

In the first criminal action growing out 
of the burning of the Ward liner Morro 
Castle, the government caused Noy. 30 the 
arrest of William F. Warms, acting cap- 
tain, and Eben Starr Abbott, chief en- 
gineer. The ship line is also indicted. 

The 36-hour week and the proportionate 
10 per cent pay increase in the cotton gar- 
ment industry went into effect Dee. 1 for 
about 165,000 employees in 5,000 plants 
in 42 States. 

The American Federation of Labor esti- 
mated Nov. 20 that the United States is 
entering the winter of 1934 with more 
persons unemployed than at the same time 
last year. Figures compiled by the Fed- 
eration indicate that 10,671,000 persons 
were jobless in October of this year, as 
compared with 10,122,000 in Oct., 1933. 

The United States and Great Britain, 
for the 3rd time in 5 months, have con- 
eertedly notified the Japanese Government 
of their objection to the Manchukuoan oil 
monopoly. 

Sergei Mironvich Kiroff was assassinat- 
ed in Leningrad, Dee. 1. He was a mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Com- 
munist party, the group of ten which is 
the real ruling power of the Soviet Union 
and was one of Joseph Stalin’s principal 
aides. The death was laid to “enemies of 
working class.” 

The first repeal year came officially to 
an end Dee. 5. The receipts for first year 
of legalized liquor was $150,000,000 short 
of estimates. Bootlegging and illicit dis- 
tilling have not been eradicated, and 
some further adjustment of taxes may be 
necessary to curb them. 

Miss Katherine F. Lenroot, daughter 
of former Senator Lenroot, of Wisconsin, 
was appointed Dee. 1 by President Roose- 
velt as chief of the Children’s Bureau of 
the Department of Labor. She is a Re- 
publican and sueceeds Miss Grace Abbott, 
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who resigned. Miss Lenroot has a record 
of 19 years of continuous service in the 
bureau and is 43 years old. 

The United States is now leading the 
world in registering treaties with the 
League of Nations. Of 16 treaties regis- 
tered in Oct., the United States registered 
4, the greatest number sent in by any 
single power. The other parties are League 
members and therefore bound to register 
all treaties. 

The greatest astronomical eye ever con- 
structed by man was completed at Corn- 
ing, N. Y., Dee. 2. It is to be installed in 
the telescope of the observatory to be 
erected at Mount Palomar, in California. 
It will increase 27 times the volume of 
space now within the range of the 100- 
inch telescope at Mount Wilson, at pres- 
ent the largest in existence. This new 
artificial eye is 200 inches in diameter 
and will enable man to see 2,000,000,000 
nebulae, each of which is a stellar body 
of from ten to a hundred billion individual 
stars. 

Federal Communications Commission has 
ordered a broad investigation of American 
Telephone and Telegraph OCo., a virtual 
monopoly in telephone field. 

France and Germany Dee. 3 signed “an 
agreement of peace” over the Saar Basin 
territory. By the terms of this agree- 
ment, Germany will pay France 90,000,000 
franes ($59,400,000) and 11,000,000 tons 
of coal for France’s mines and _ private 
eredits in the Saar Basin; also Germany 
guarantees equal rights to voters and non- 
voters among all the inhabitants of the 
Saar regardless of race, religion or lan- 
guage. 

Wiley Post set a. new world altitude 
record of 48,000 feet in his flight Dee. 3 
in the Winnie Mae, the plane in which he 
established a round-the-world speed mark. 
The previous altitude record of 47,352.2 
was set by Lieutenant Renato Donato, of 
Italy. 

In an opinion unanimously sustaining the 
right of the University of California and 
other land grant colleges to require mil- 
itary training as a part of their curricula 
and to deny admission to students refusing 
to comply, the Supreme Court Dee. 3 held 
it the duty of every citizen “to support 
and defend government against all ene- 
mies.” 

A proposed program for national indus- 
trial recovery as drawn up by the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers was 
presented Dee. 3 to the National Indus- 
trial Couneil at its annual meeting in New 
York City. The program calls for a bal- 
aneed budget, gold basis, single sales tax 
and end of Federal control urged in in- 
dustry. 

Mrs. Aubrey Neil Morgan, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late Senator Dwight Morrow, 
and sister-in-law of Colonel Charles A. 
Lindberg, died in Pasadena, Dee. 3. She 
was 30 years old. 

An unprecedented sale of $900,000,000 
in government securities in a single day 
was revealed Dee. 3 when the Treasury 
announced that it had closed the books 
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for cash subscriptions to its Dee. financ- 


ing. 


GOSHENHOPPEN CLASSIS 

roshenhoppen Classis of The Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church held its fall 
meeting in Trinity Reformed Church, 
Spinnerstown, Pa., Rev. Harry J. Donat, 
pastor, Monday, October 22. The session 
was opened with devotional services which 
were conducted by Revs. Harry J. Donat, 
of Spinnerstown, and Paul E. Schmoyer, 
of Pottstown. The sermon was preached 
by Rev. James N. Blatt, of Old Zionsville. 
He used for his text, Isaiah 55:1-2. His 
theme was: “Why Spend Money for What 
Is Not Bread.” The services were con- 
cluded with the celebration of the Holy 
Communion. 

The President, Rev. Morris D. Slifer, 
of Pennsburg, then called Classis to order 
for the transaction of business. Every 
one of the 14 charges was represented by 
its pastor and delegate elder. A _ special 
feature in connection with the Classical 
meeting was a Consistorial Conference at 
6 P. M. The Conference was attended by 
approximately 90 representatives from 
consistories of the 30 congregations which 
constitute Goshenhoppen Classis. At this 
Conference addresses were delivered by 
three Pottstown elders, Messrs. E. S. 
Fretz, John H. Bartman, and Floyd H. 
Roshon. 

This was the first meeting of Goshen- 
hoppen Classis since it has become a part 
of the recently constituted Church now 
known as The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, which became its name at the 
consummation of the union of the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America and the 
Reformed Church in the United States. 

The following represented the interests 
of the denomination at the meeting of 


Classis: Rev. Eugene L. McLean, D.D., 
the Board of Ministerial Relief; Rev. 
Rey, |) Henry ol.; (Stabr,; 3D: Diy) the 
Board of Christian Education and the 


Reformed Church “Messenger”; Rev. J. 
G. Rupp, D.D., the Board of Foreign 
Missions; Rev. C. M. DeLong, D.D., the 
Board of Home Missions; Rev. Henry E. 
Gebhard, Bethany Orphans’ Home; Rev. 
Franklin H. Moyer, Phoebe Home; Rev. 
Clayton H. Ranck, of Philadelphia, Stu- 
dent Work. 

The chairmen of the various standing 
committees presented interesting and vital 
reports which were the inspiration for 
helpful discussions by many members of 
Classis. The report presented by Rev. J. 
Hamilton Smith, D.D., of the Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee, was more 
especially emphasized because it strongly 
urged all congregations to participate on 
the last Sunday in November in what has 
been designated as “The Kingdom Roll 
Call.” Rev. Calvin M. DeLong, D.D., also 
made a strong appeal for the congrega- 
tions to come to the help of the Board of 
Home Missions and to make the most of 
the observance of Home Missionary Day. 

Classis was royally entertained by the 
pastor and the people of Trinity Church, 
for which Elder E. §. Fretz expressed the 
deep appreciation and sincere gratitude 
of the members of Classis to those who 
made its meeting at Spinnerstown so 
pleasant and delightful. Goshenhoppen 
Classis will hold its next meeting in 
Pennsburg on the first Monday in Febru- 
ary. 


SOUTHWEST OHIO CLASSIS 


The Southwest Ohio Classis met Oct. 8 and 
9 in the newly completed Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O., the Rev. Loran W. 
Veith, pastor. This Church edifice, in 
whose completion every member of Classis 
has been vitally interested, is quite up to 
all expectations. It promises to be of 
great service to our mission congregation 
at Pleasant Valley and to the glory of 
God and His Christ. It is a beautiful 
monument to the faithfulness, energy, and 
devotion of all concerned in its construc- 
tion, and especially of the pastor and the 
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committee of Classis charged with the 
work. 

The devotioal and inspirational portion 
of this session was of unusual quality. The 
opening sermon was preached by the 
Stated Clerk, the Rev. Walter B. Leis, of 
Hamilton. Basing his remarks on I Tim. 
4:6-16, he stressed the need today for men 
of vision, courage, and faith. The Com- 
munion Service was conducted by the Rev. 
U. F. Johansmann and the Rev. A. O. 
Kuck. Mr. Johansmann gave the Com- 
munion sermon. On Monday evening the 
Rev. Charles Seasholes, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Dayton, addressed the 
Classis and members of Pleasant Valley 
Church on the subject, “Permanence and 
Change.” On Tuesday afternoon the Rev. 
W. R. Grunewald of St. John’s Evangelical 
Church, Dayton (now one of our sister 
Churches) brought an inspirational and 
instructive message on our task as Chureh 
leaders. Devotions on Monday afternoon 
were led by the Rev. Paul. Berkenstock of 
Ellerton. All these services were excel- 
lent “food for the spirit” for the pastors 
and elders who attended. 

Greetings were read from Dr. H. J. 
Christman, who was unable to be present 
owing to the great distance from St. 
Louis. He told of the work of the merged 
Eden Seminary and included the greet- 
ings of his colleagues. 

The Rev. Ben Herbster, of Norwood, 
President of Classis, presided over the 
business sessions. Business included the 
decision on an appeal from the action of 
the Spiritual Council of Heidelberg 
Church in an erasure case, the hearing of 
the representatives of the various Boards, 
the setting of the Budget for 1935, and 
the consideration of the various vacant 
congregations which are too weak to sup- 
port pastors. Dr. Meminger represented 
the Board of Ministerial Relief, Dr. Horn- 
ing the Board of Home Missions, and the 
Rev. H. H. Casselman the Board of For- 
eign Missions. The Classis approved the 
report of the Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee calling for the immediate for- 
warding of funds to the various causes 
by the Classical Treasurer and the elimi- 
nation of non-contingent items from the 
Classical Contingent. The Kingdom Roll 
Call was approved. The Rev. W. A. Al- 
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spach, chairman of the Pleasant Valley 
building committee, gave the Classis the 
report on the building. It has been com- | 
pleted and paid for at a cost of about 
$17,000. Little permanent solution has 
yet been found for the situation in the © 
various vacant congregations referred to 
above, but a plan was sent down and 
committees appointed to get reactions. It 
was also voted to send letters of censure 
to those members of Classis absenting 
themselves from its sessions without ex- 
cuses from the proper committee. The 
Classis adjourned on Tuesday evening to 
meet next February in Salem Church, — 
Cincinnati. 


—G. E. G. - 


cies of the Old Testament, with the view 
of finding their fulfilment in the New 

Testament. The author takes issue with 

the Premillennial school which too often 
places a literal interpretation on certain 
passages, which lend themselves to a spir- 
itual interpretation instead. Accordir st 

to the author, there is in the N. T. ri 

spiritualization of the temple and sacri- 
fices found in the O. T. The Priestly, 
Royal and Prophetic types find their com- 
plete spiritualization in Christ. In the 
same manner there is in the N. T. a spi 

itualization of the Old Covenant, Cire 
cision, and the Passover feast, where 1 
Covenant is written upon the hearts 
men and where Circumcision and the FE 
over feast find expression in Baptism 
the Lond’s Supper respectively. A stu 
of such prophecies is apt to leave 1 
impression that the author tries to 
tail the prophecies of the O. T. int 
happenings of the N. T. Due to 
author’s stress on a spiritual inste 
literal interpretation of many pra 
he believes that the true exeges 

prophetical passages does not sub; 
the Premillenarian doctrine, 
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